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Adaptive Management / 
Water Quality Trading Update



Background



Adaptive Management (AM)

NR 217.
• Improved water quality at a 

watershed scale
• Measured water quality change

Water Quality Trading (WQT)

NR 283.
• Improved water quality at a project 

scale
• Calculated reductions/offsets

What is it



The Land & Water Resources 
Department strives 
to protect and enhance the 
natural, cultural, and historic 
resources of Dane County…

and support residents, 
communities, local governments 
and other agencies and 
organizations in their resource 
management and protection 
activities

Extensive network of partners

Certified and technical staff

Why Dane County is collaborating

Successful funding and cost share



Active Service Agreements

Yahara WINS Springfield Clean 

Water

Dane Iowa Cross Plains Blue Mounds



WDNR projects

• 4 sites

Water Quality Trading

• 8 sites

Adaptive Management
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Program history



• 1,000 ft. stream restoration
• 150 pounds of Phosphorus reduced

Dane Iowa

• Three grassed waterways
• 150 pounds of Phosphorus reduced

Springfield Clean Water

• One barnyard project
• 150 pounds of Phosphorus reduced

Cross Plains

Accomplishments

• 68 acres of cropland
• 80 pounds of Phosphorus reduced

Blue Mounds



21,838 pounds of Phosphorus 
reduced

• Over $2 million in RCPP
• Not including staff time
• Not including other programs (legacy 

sediment, etc.)

Over $6.5 million in cost share

• 100 – 200 practices completed annually

Over 1,000 practices completed

Accomplishments (Yahara WINS)

53,8000 acres of NMPs



https://lwrd.countyofdane.com/what-we-do/watershed-

management/adaptive-management-wqt

For more information…

https://lwrd.countyofdane.com/documents/pdfs/Plans--Studies--Reports/Reports/WINS/YaharaWINS2021.pdf


PHONE:

(608) 669-1864

EMAIL:

minks.kyle@countyofdane.com

WEBSITE:

www.lwrd.countyofdane.com

Kyle Minks

Watershed Manager

Contact Information

Courtesy Shan BartusTHANK YOU

Join us!



Progress

30% - 40% Decrease


