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RENAMING THE NORTH MENDOTA NATURAL RESOURCE AREA IN THE TOWN OF WESTPORT TO WAAKIKIzU NATURAL RESOURCE AREA

In 2007, Dane County purchased 172 acres in the town of Westport for the North Mendota Natural Resource Area 
(NRA).  The Waunakee Community Middle School teachers and students worked with the Dane County Park 
Commission to rename the North Mendota NRA as part of the student's curriculum for the 2021-2022 school year. 

Renaming of County Parks & Natural Resource Areas requires County Board approval.

Through the project, the students learned about the history of the property, took field trips on-site and eventually 
narrowed down to a list of five naming options, all Ho-Chunk language words. Finally, the names were voted on by 
the middle school students. The winner of the middle school election was Waakikizu Natural Resource Area. 
Waakikizu means community or togetherness.  
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