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Getting Dane County on the Map

“This is just the beginning. It's the beginning of finally 
constructing a 21st century rail system that's long, long overdue 
in this country.” —President Biden, January 31, 2023
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Top Objectives

• A federal railroad program with annual funding

• At least one high-speed line in service at 180+ mph by 2030

• Investment in Chicago rail hub for fast, frequent service to 

neighboring states like Wisconsin



4



Federal Railroad Administration Framework
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Key steps

• Expressions of interest to Federal Railroad Administration 

• Apply to FRA’s Corridor Identification & Development Program

• City of Madison report on recommended station location in April

• Build Wisconsin support for state matching funds, likely 2025-2027
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What Alliance is doing

• Supporting local leaders, including Feb. 10 talk on federal process

• Helping build Wisconsin Business Coalition for Passenger Rail

• Working with new Illinois High Speed Rail Commission and 
Passenger Rail Caucus

• Laying groundwork for Wisconsin lobbying

• Advocating statewide vision with statewide benefits



9

Instead of this…
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Let’s aim for this

• Cleaner, safer, faster travel 
than by car or even plane

• Statewide service, to and 
from most cities in 
Wisconsin

• Statewide benefits give 
best chance of building 
support for Dane County
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Thank you!

• Chris Ott, Deputy Director

• chris@hsrail.org

• 608-470-1470

• The Federal Process—How 
to Advance Your Passenger 
Rail Project

• Friday, February 10, 12:00

• HighSpeedRail.US
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We also lined up support for 
Chicago hub investment from 
mayors of 56 cities, including:

• Fitchburg

• Madison

• Middleton

• Monona

• Verona


