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PROJECT TIMELINE

• 2022: Dane County budget included funds for a Feasibility Study

• 2023: Request for Proposals was posted and evaluated

• 2024: Project awarded to Burns & McDonnell and commenced 

• 2025: Project completed and final report received in July



PROJECT TASKS 
1. Investigation for manure facility location 
and processing technologies

2. Analysis of by-product markets

3. Assessment of business structure

4. Analysis of economic costs



1. Manure facility location and 
processing technology



FACILITY LOCATION RANKING

Criteria:
• Land availability
• Population density
• Utilities
• Environmental permitting
• Manure availability



Components:
• Manure reception
• Digester tanks
• Solids separation
• Solids and nutrient recycling
• Storage

FACILITY TECHNOLOGY



2. By-Product Markets

Gas Production Solids & Nutrients



GAS PRODUCTION Products:
• Renewable natural gas 

(biogas)
• Electricity generation

Recommendation: Biogas



SOLIDS & NUTRIENTS

Optimized fertilizer

Compost

Maximized fertilizer



3. Business Structure



OPPORTUNITIES
• Public ownership

• Private ownership

• Cooperative

• Public-private partnership

Public Ownership



4. Economic Costs



OPTIONS

1. Compost
2. Max fertilizer production
3. Optimum fertilizer production



https://lwrd.danecounty.gov/what-we-do/community-manure-
management

FINAL REPORT

Click Here



QUESTIONS?
1. Location and technology 2. Markets 3. Business Structure 4. Economics
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