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To whom it may concern:
 
Regarding: 2023 ACT-186 Board of Health Amendments to the Proposed 2024 Operating Budget and
the Nurse home visiting amendment, P&F-O-01
 
I would like to declare my support of funding to cover two additional perinatal Public Health nurses
to help shorten (or hopefully eliminate) the waitlist that they’ve had for nearly a year. I’ve been a
nurse and nurse manager in OB care at Access Community Health Centers for over 25 years and
have seen the positive impact firsthand that Public Health Nurses can have with our perinatal
patients. Nurse-Family Partnership and Prenatal Care Coordination are proven programs that
provide relatively low cost solutions to health inequities in our communities. These nurses have
worked closely with Access clinics over the years to provide comprehensive and coordinated care for
many expecting and new mothers that would otherwise not have that support. We know that earlier
prenatal care and public health nurse support improve pregnancy outcomes for both the mom and
baby, and we cannot afford to have moms on waiting lists for these services.
 
Sincerely,
Sara J. Downie
Sara Downie, BSN, RN 
Maternal Child Health Services Manager
Access Community Health Centers
William T. Evjue Clinic
3434 E. Washington Ave., Madison, WI 53704
FAX (608).443-5554  
Erdman Clinic
2202 S. Park St., Madison, WI 53713
FAX (608) 443-5534
www.accesscommunityhealthcenters.org
OFFICE (voicemail only) (608) 443-5559
CELL (608) 598-0387
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