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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Under 2017 Act 185 and revised by 2019 Act 8, the Juvenile Corrections Grant Committee (JCGC} was
tasked with responsibility for the first step in improving the way Wisconsin supports youth who
encounter the justice system. The JCGC was charged with replacing Lincoln Hills and Copper Lake
Schools with new capacity for youth in our justice system through secured residential care centers for
children and youth (SRCCCYs).

The responsibilities of the JCGC included the following:
1. Develop and administer a grant program providing design and construction costs to counties or
tribes to build a SRCCCY, and
2. Develop a statewide plan that recommends to the Joint Committee on Finance which grant
applications to approve, based on an overall view toward a Wisconsin model of juvenile justice.

The JCGC received four grant applications from Brown, Dane, Milwaukee, and Racine counties. Based on
a review of criteria developed by the committee and to achieve our goals of closing Lincoln Hills /
Copper Lake Schools and bringing youth into evidence-based and trauma-informed facilities closer to
their families and communities, the JCGC recommends funding X grant applications, which are detailed
below.

TABLE 1: SRCCCY GRANT RECOMMENDATIONS

COUNTY FACILITY TYPE CAPACITY EST. COST
Brown New stand-alone SRCCCY 24 SRCCCY beds: 16 boys; $43M
and short-term detention 8 girls (State portion:
facility ?)
Dane Expansion of existing short- 23 - 29 SRCCCY beds: 18- $6.7M
term detention facility 23 boys, 5-6 girls (State portion:
‘ $6.46M)
Milwaukee Plan A: Expansion of existing | Plan A: 40 beds {boys only) | Plan A:
detention facility plus leased Not to exceed
space $24.86M
Plan B: 32 beds (boys only} | {State portion:
Plan B: Expansion of existing Not to exceed
detention facility only $23.62M)
Plan B:
$24.86M
(State portion:
$23.62M)
Racine New stand-alone SRCCCY 32 SRCCCY beds $40M
and short-term detention
facility
$114.56M
(State portion:
$113.08M)
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While investing in these facilities is a critical step forward towards closing Lincoln Hills / Copper Lake
Schools, the JCGC also recognizes the limitations of this current grant period as well as the necessary
work ahead. With 111-125 beds proposed among these four counties, we are still short approximately
52-66 beds remove all the SRCCCY-eligible youth from Lincoln Hills / Copper Lake Schools and from the
long-term detention programs, as required by Act 185. Additionally, we still do not have a facility that
would properly serve youth from the western and northern parts of the state in the closer-to-home
model outlined by the Wisconsin Model for Youth Justice.
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