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BLACK HAWK WAR ENCAMPMENT
« gurnt Village ~

A large Ho-Chunk (Winnebago) Village dating §

from the 1700s once stood in this vicinity.

fore the 1832 Black Hawk War, the
f"illsltac?g was burned during an intra-tribal
battle. On dJuly 6th and 8th, the United
States Military camped at this -~
site in their pursuit of Black /7 g \
Hawk and named this place |
Burnt Village.

ERECTED-1998

| THE BLACK
HAWK WAR

In April 1832, unhappy about their
forced relocation to lowa and mis- 7
advised by tribal chiefs, about J} ' /.
1,000 Sac, Fox and Kickapoo men,
women and children followed Sac
war leader Black Hawk back to
their Illinois home where the Rock_
River meets the Mississippi. During
May and June, Indian raiding parties
attacked homesteads and settlements
in Illinois and Michigan territories.
At the May 21 Indian Creek raid, 15
settlers were killed and two sisters,
the Hall girls captured.
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NATHAN DANE

Dane County was created by the Wisconsin Territoriel
Legistature in 1836, Judge James Doty had convinced the
Legisiature to select Madison as the Capital and name the
surrounding county In honor of Nathan Dane, a compiler of
the Ordinance of 1787, which established the North-
west Territory

Doty told legislators. "Read the Ordinance of 1787 attentively —
it is the fundamental law of the country.”

Dane was born in Massachusetts in 1752, He served In the
Confederation Congress 1785-87. The Congress unanimously
passed the Northwest Ordinance with & major amendment by
Dane. “There shall be nelther slavery nor involuntary servitude
In sald territory.” --it also contained & bill of rights four
years before the Constitution's Bill of Rights. Ordinance
provisions also laid the foundation for the government of 32
states beyond the Northwest Territory.

Dane served in both houses of his states Legisiature. He
died in 1835 His epitaph read: “Nis fame belongs fo Alx couatry,
Lot the gratitude of future ages cherish 11"
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BATTLE OF
PECATONICA

(Continued from other side)

' The others moved through swamps to
some timber, getting within thirty
yards before the Kickapoo reportedly
commenced firing. At Dodge’s command,
' the militia charged and engaged in
hand-to-hand combat. After only a few
minutes, all seventeen Kickapoo perished.
Three frontiersmen were - mortally
. wounded, and one was slightly injured.
. Dodge’s decisive victory at this brief
i3 skirmish boosted morale among settlers
in the Lead Mining Region and US:
| soldiers in pursuit of Black Hawk’'s band
| of Sac, Fox. and Kickapoo. The war
. _ended forty-seven days later following
| the Battles of Wisconsin Heights (Dane
| County) and Bad Axe on the Mississippi
River (Vernon County). The end of
the conflict opened southern Wisconsin
f ' to increased settlement by farmers and
miners. The Pecatonica battlefield site
was listed on the State and National
Registers of Historic Places in 20IL

FRIENDS OF WOODFORD PARK
LAFAYETTE COUNTY SPORTSMAN'S ALLIANGE
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BATTLE OF
WISCONSIN HEIGHTS

»On July 21,1832, during a persistent rainstorm, .
the 65-year old Sac Indian leader. Black Hawk.
led 60 of his Sac and Fox and Kickapoo
warriors in a holding action against 700 United
States militia at this location. The conflict,
known as the Battle of Wisconsin Heights, was
the turning point in the Black Hawk War.
Here commanders General James D. Henry
and Colonel Henry Dodge and their troops
overtook Black Hawk and his followers after
pursuing them for weeks over the marshy
areas and rough terrain of south central
Wisconsin. Yet because of Black Hawk's superb
military strategy, the steady rain and nightfall,
approximately 700 Indians, including children
and the aged. escaped down or across the
Wisconsin River about one mile west of here.
Their success was short-lived. The war ended
just 12 days later at the Battle of Bad Axe
when many of Black Hawk's followers drowned

»or were slain in their ‘attempt to cross the.
Mississippi River. P
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BLACK HAWK WAR

In the spring of 183], the Sauk Indians led by
Chief Keokuk left their ancestral home near the
mouth of the Rock River and moved across the .
Mississippi, to, fulfill the terms of a treaty
signed in 1804,

n April 6, 1832, a dissatisfied faction led by

- Black Hawk returned with 400 warriors and 1200

women, children and old men. Why he risked this

return to “my towns, my cornfields, and the homes of my people”

in the face of certain opposition is not clear, but Black Hawk

probably hoped that other Indians would join him in resisting
further white settlement.

When this hope failed -and the Illinois militia was called up,
Black Hawk sent mesgengers to negotiate for peaceable removal
across the Mississippi. One of his messengers was shot by the
excited and poorly-disciplined militia and the war was on. The
Indians briefly took the offensive and scalping parties attacked
isolated communities of white settlers.

The exact route taken by Black Hawk as he retreated through
southern Wisconsin toward the Mississippi is difficult to trace,
because both pursued and pursuers were traveling unfamiliar
terrain and their later accounts varied. Major engagements
took place at Wisconsin Heights and at the Bad Axe, where
the war ended August 2, 1832.
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TENNEY PARK LOCK AND DAM

In 1846 Wlséonsin’s territorial legislature approved incor-
®poration of Madison Village and construction of a dam at®
Lake Mendota’s outlet with a canal for navigation between
Lakes Mendota and Monona.

The first dam was built of earth in 1847 by Leonard J.
Farwell, later a Wisconsin governor. The dam enlarged
Lake Mendota and increased its depth. Prior to construction
Mendota's water level was only slightly above Monona's, and the
Catfish (Yahara) River meandered through connecting marsh.

Site of the first dam was South of the present lock and
a large flour mill was built over the outlet. Torrential
thunderstorms destroyed the original dam on April 4, 1866.
Despite great controversy it was reconstructed.

In 1896 Madison City purchased the Tenney Park site, built
a boat lock, and used concrete to improve the dam. Controversy
- rose again in 1900 when riparian owners whose land was

1l *flooded sought removal of the dam. Their suit failed in the courts.* g8

: The present lock was built by Madison City in 1959 and main- /s
tains a water level five feet above Lake Monona.

Erected by Dane County Historical Society - lQSZ




WISCONSIN
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

RCRAFT CONTROL AND
WARNING SQUADRON

The Williams Bay Air Force Radar
Station, home of the 755th Aircraft
Control and Warning Squadron, was
part of a nationwide Cold War effort
to defend the continent against possible
airborne attack from the Soviet Union.
In the years following World War II, as
tensions between the United States and
Soviet Union escalated, Air Force
engineers worked feverishly to develop
a sophisticated radar technology
suitable for a nationwide network of
defensive stations.
(Continued on other side)

WISCONSIN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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Eston Hemings Jefferson'’s
" Four Sons
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Vandenburgh Heights, Sun Prairie
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Historic Photos - Capehart Housing

Most Duplexes
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Robert T. Valentine

Wisconsin, U.S., State Censuses, 1855-1905 for Robert T. Valentine
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