








Description of Existing Use and Proposed Project 
 

 The two existing buildings act as cold storage for plows, trailers, large equipment, and 
miscellaneous maintenance materials.  They also contain an office with Town highway records.  
The two existing buildings are in poor condition and need replacement.  The proposed building 
will hold the same materials as the existing building (minus the office space), along with trucks 
and a grader. 



Variance Questions and Answers 
 

1) (A)  The existing equipment and material storage building is deteriorating and is in 
desperate need of replacement.  The Town needs to store its trucks and equipment in 
this building and we hope to replace the building with a new building in the same 
location, using relatively the same footprint as the existing building.  The Town learned 
that the setback for a new equipment and storage building on Keenan Road is 30 feet, 
however this is not feasible for the Town Highway Crew operations.  If the new building 
is set back 30 feet, the building would impede access to the rear parking lot of the Town 
property, which is where the Town trucks access fuel tanks along with sand, gravel, and 
asphalt deposits.  Furthermore, setting the new building back 30 feet from the lot line 
would cause interference between trucks accessing the proposed building and the 
existing garage on the east end of the property.  The Town also considered building the 
new building in the northeast corner of the property, however this would eliminate the 
back parking area, which serves as a more secured and private area for both outside 
contractor work trailers and the storage of equipment that the Town shares with 
neighboring municipalities.  In addition, if the equipment and material storage building 
were built in the northeast corner of the property, the resulting shorter distance 
between existing buildings and the new building would make it more difficult to 
maneuver large equipment in and out of the equipment and material storage building.  
Both of the aforementioned options would also lead to a larger area of disturbed land 
than simply replacing a building in the existing footprint. 
 

1) (B)  The Town considered asking for a lesser variance, however this alternative was 
rejected for similar reasons.  By setting the equipment and material storage building 
back any further than 8.2 feet from the lot line, the gap between the two highway crew 
buildings would be narrowed, making truck access to the back parking lot more difficult, 
especially for plows and tandem trucks. 
 

2) If the Town follows the required setback of 30 feet from Keenan Road, an unnecessary 
hardship will be created.  In order to continue storing the Town’s trucks, the equipment 
and material storage building must remain at the 50 foot by 100 foot footprint.  If the 
Town attempted to meet the 30 foot setback, access to the rear parking lot; the gravel, 
asphalt, and sand deposits; and the fuel tanks will be blocked due to the narrowed gap 
between the two highway crew buildings.  Without access to these items, the Town 
Highway Crew would no longer be able to adequately perform their duties of plowing, 
patching roads, and mowing roadsides.  By replacing the existing equipment and 
material storage building with a new building on the same footprint, the Town would be 
able to continue performing their obligations to Town residents. 
 

3) Unfortunately, the Town Hall and Highway Garage parcel is limited in size and other 
locations for the equipment and material storage building on this lot are not feasible.  
Ideally, the Town’s buildings would be situated on a bigger lot to both meet the setback 



requirements and accommodate the large amount of highway work, equipment storage, 
and Town Hall office operations that are conducted on a daily basis.  However, such a 
scenario is not currently available.  The Town feels that it is making a fair effort to 
balance the requirements of the Dane County Zoning Ordinance and the requirements 
of the Highway Crew by rebuilding the equipment and material storage building 
generally within its existing footprint, rather than constructing a larger building, or a 
building closer to the lot line, which would require a larger variance.  The Town is also 
not creating additional impervious surface as the location of the new building is 
currently covered with cement, gravel, and the existing building.  In addition, the new 
building will not be any closer to the lot line than the existing salt sheds (located directly 
north of the new building). 
 

4) Since the existing highway equipment and material storage building is deteriorating, a 
new building will create a safer work environment for the highway crew and provide a 
safer storage location for the Town’s equipment.  The broader Town of Dunn 
community will greatly benefit from a new equipment and material storage building as 
the Town Highway Crew will be able to more efficiently access snow plows and other 
highway equipment in the new building, thereby leading to more efficient services to 
residents.  In addition, traffic flow will be improved, as the overhead doors for truck 
access will be moved from the Keenan Road side of the building to the south and east 
side of the building.  With this realignment of the doors, conflicts between trucks 
backing in and out of doors and residential traffic will be reduced. 
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