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2023 OA-025 1 
 2 
 3 

AMENDING CHAPTER 18 OF THE DANE COUNTY CODE OF ORDINANCES, 4 
ESTABLISHING CRITERIA TO USE WHEN CONSIDERING APPOINTMENTS 5 

TO THE HUMAN SERVICES DEPARTMENT HEAD POSITION  6 
 7 

The County Board of Supervisors of the County of Dane does ordain as follows: 8 
 9 
ARTICLE 1. Unless otherwise expressly stated herein, all references to section 10 
and chapter numbers are to those of the Dane County Code of Ordinances. 11 
 12 
ARTICLE 2.  Section 18.05(4) is amended to read as follows: 13 
(4) All appointments to positions identified as department heads shall be made 14 
pursuant to s.59.17(2)(br) or s. 59.42, Wis. Stats. An appointment to a position 15 
identified as a department head shall require the confirmation of the board. It is 16 
the policy of the County Board that the recruitment announcement and 17 
affirmative action provisions of sections 18.09(1)(a) and 18.09(2) shall be taken 18 
into account by the members of the board when considering appointments, along 19 
with any other criteria that the members of the board may deem relevant. All 20 
terms and conditions of employment shall be set forth in a written employment 21 
agreement. 22 
 23 
ARTICLE 2.  Section 18.05(4)(a) is created to read as follows: 24 
(4)(a) It is the policy of the County Board that the recruitment announcement and 25 
affirmative action provisions of sections 18.09(1)(a) and 18.09(2) shall be taken 26 
into account by the members of the board when considering appointments, along 27 
with any other criteria that the members of the board may deem relevant.  28 
 29 
ARTICLE 3.  Section 18.05(4)(b) is created to read as follows: 30 
(4)(b)  The County Board finds that the department of human services serves a 31 
critical role in the lives of Dane County residents, and provides essential services 32 
to the vulnerable. The confirmation of an appointment to the human services 33 
department head position provides an opportunity to ensure that an appointee 34 
has the qualifications necessary to adequately serve the people of Dane County.  35 
When considering an appointee to the human services department head position, 36 
members of the board shall take the following criteria into consideration: 37 
1.  the criteria set forth in sub 4(a). 38 
2. whether the appointee has a minimum of five years of demonstrated 39 
managerial and administrative experience in an human services related field 40 
such as social work, economic support, behavioral health, child welfare, services 41 
for the aging or those with disabilities.   42 
3. whether the appointee has obtained any combination of education and 43 
training equivalent to a master’s degree in social work, public administration, 44 
behavioral science or health care administration.  45 
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4. whether the appointee demonstrates a knowledge of principles and 46 
practices of social casework, social welfare administration, and social research 47 
as well as community economic, social, and health resources. 48 
5. whether the appointee has proven fiscal management experience and 49 
experience with complex financial strategies and allocations, including oversight 50 
of multiple budgets and funding streams. 51 
 52 
 53 
[EXPLANATION: This amendment establishes certain criteria that board 54 
members will use when considering appointments to the human services 55 
department head position.]  56 


