
 
 

COVER LETTER 

02/12/2024 

Dane County Board of Adjustment 

Re: Application for Variance - Parcel 066/0809-284-4120-1 

 Town of Westport - 2nd Ward Beach Block 1 Lot 10 

 OWNER: Lindsey R Schneider / Pacific Premier Trust 

 AGENT: Charles Sweeney, Attorney with Axley Attorneys 

 AGENT: Eric Bennett 

Dear Dane County Board of Adjustment: 

I appreciate your review of my variance request.  While the minimum lot width is 65’ for sewered parcels, the 

width of this lot has been predetermined by the neighboring properties that are already developed.  I intend to 

build a single-family residence on the site that meets the shoreland setback and impervious area standards 

contained in the shoreland zoning ordinance. A variance would allow a reasonable and intended use of my 

residentially zoned property.  

I have owned this lakefront property for almost three years, and it has been my intention to build a residence 

here with my family.  I grew up on Lake Wisconsin and have always respected and enjoyed the water quality, 

natural scenic beauty and recreation WI lakes offer.  I endeavor to help to preserve the fish and wildlife habitat 

along the lake and comply with all shoreland zoning rules and regulations.  Please see the following enclosed 

documents in support of a variance for a proposed single-family residence to be built on my existing property:  

A. VARIANCE APPLICATION 

B. PROPOSAL – VARIANCE APPLICATION 

C. ATTACHMENT – VARIANCE APPLICATION 

D. SITE PLAN 

E. PHOTOS: existing property site 

F. COUNTY TAX BILL 

G. DANE COUNTY MAP (2nd Ward Beach Block 1) 

H. Town of Westport Acknowledgement  

 

Please further let this letter also serve as authorization for agents, Charles Sweeney and my husband, Eric 

Bennett to represent me and speak on my behalf regarding this variance request.  

Thank you in advance for your time and attention.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Lindsey Schneider 











 
 

PROPOSAL – VARIANCE APPLICATION 

02/12/2024 

Dane County Board of Adjustment 

Re: Application for Variance - Parcel 066/0809-284-4120-1 

 Town of Westport - 2nd Ward Beach Block 1 Lot 10 

 OWNER: Lindsey R Schneider / Pacific Premier Trust 

 AGENT: Charles Sweeney, Attorney with Axley Attorneys 

 AGENT: Eric Bennett 

PROPOSAL: 

The owner proposes to build a single-family residence on the vacant parcel referred to as 2nd Ward Beach Block 1 

Lot 10.  The owner intends that the new residence will be developed in compliance with all other requirements of 

the ordinance and Chapters 10, 11 and 17 of Dane County Code.  

To move forward with this proposed residence, the owner requests a variance with the Dane County Board of 

Adjustments regarding two sections of the ordinance as follows: 

TABLE A   

11.03(1)1.b  Non-riparian shoreland 
lots. Lots completely outside the 
vegetative buffer zone shall have a 
minimum average lot width of 65 feet 
and a minimum area of 10,000 sf. 
 

Lot 10 is only 50’ wide but has 15,281 sf of area.  This lot is 

15’ shy of the 65’ minimum lot width imposed by the 

ordinance, however 27 of the 37 homes built on this street 

similarly reside on 50’ wide lots (see Dane County Map).  

Additionally, majority of these neighboring lakefront lots are 

smaller in area than Lot 10. *Note that the overall area of 

Lot 10 is .363 acres or 15,812 square feet – 53% larger than 

the minimum area required by the ordinance. 

11.03(1)2.b  Existing lots.  A legally 
created lot or parcel that met 
minimum area and minimum width 
requirements when created, but does 
not meet current lot size 
requirements, may be used as a 
building site if all of the following 
apply:  
 

1. The lot or parcel has, since May 21, 1970, not 
been reconfigured or combined with another lot or parcel 
by plat, survey, consolidation, or restrictive covenant into 
one lot, property tax parcel or zoning parcel.  The parcel has 
never been reconfigured or combined with another lot or 
parcel in any way.  The tax record has always deemed lot 10 
to be its own parcel.  

2. The lot or parcel has, since May 21, 1970, not 
been developed with one or more of its structures placed 
partly upon an adjacent lot or parcel.  There has not been 
any development on Lot 10.  The tax record shows lot 10 with 
no improvements.  

3. The lot or parcel is developed to comply with all 
other requirements of this ordinance and Chapters 10, 17, 
and 75, Dane County Code.  The parcel is not developed.  
The owner aims to build in satisfaction of these ordinances. 

 



 
 

ATTACHMENT - VARIANCE APPLICATION  

02/12/2024 - Dane County Board of Adjustment 

 

Re: Application for Variance - Parcel 066/0809-284-4120-1 

 Town of Westport - 2nd Ward Beach Block 1 Lot 10 

 OWNER: Lindsey R Schneider / Pacific Premier Trust 

 AGENT: Charles Sweeney, Attorney with Axley Attorneys 

 AGENT: Eric Bennett 

DANE COUNTY VARIANCE REQUEST QUESTIONS: 

1. Alternatives  
(A) No alternatives have been identified.  The parcel in question is immediately adjacent to properties 

on each side of similar size.  The property is zoned residential and has always been intended for use 
as a single-family home, which is the proposed use.  

(B) No lesser variance alternatives have been identified.  The lot will accommodate a reasonably sized 
single-family home if the variance is approved.  
 

 

2. Unnecessary Hardship  
Unnecessary hardship to the owner will occur under the current ordinance as the current restrictions 
imposed by the 2012 Chapter 11 Ordinance will prohibit any construction on the property.  The property lot 
size and width are similar size to 27 of its 37 shoreland neighbors (see Dane County Map). Unnecessary 
hardship to the owner would occur if the rights on this property are less than its neighbors.  A variance is 
requested at this time to allow the construction of a single-family dwelling that would meet current permit 
codes, restrictions, and regulations.  Strict compliance with the current ordinance without variance would 
result in a property with no reasonable use.  
 

 

3. Unique Physical Characteristics of the Property  
The physical characteristics of the land include a long but relatively narrow lot that is slightly narrower than 
the 65’ required by the ordinance.  The lot is 50’ in width, however it is approximately 245’ deep, making it 
one of the longest lots on the street.  The long but narrow shape prevents compliance with the ordinance 
yet provides ample square footage for home construction if the variance is granted.  Its area is 53% more 
than the minimum required by the ordinance, thus allowing plenty of square footage to comply with 
building permits and restrictions including impervious limits.  Absent a variance, current ordinance 
unreasonably prevents development of a lot that would conform to other lake properties.  
 

 

4. Effect on the Community and Neighborhood  
Please note there is no exact house plan available at this time.  A single-family home that would be allowed 
given current township and county easement and setbacks would improve the appearance of the lot, 
provide intended use of the land, add to the tax base and provide lake living to a new family.  This proposal 
would call for minimal negative impact to the site, community, and neighborhood.  A well would be 
necessary.  The owner intends to retain the existing wetland as well as utilize a progressive design of the 
house that would maximize side yards to manage water on site and not impact neighbor retaining walls or 
properties.  The lot is flat, eliminating any need for significant grading. It is unlikely that property values 
would change, no appreciable increase in traffic is anticipated, and development of the lot would not 
restrict public access to the lake or any walkways. 

 

 





Photo Addendum – Lot 10 Reynolds Ave 
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