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Agricultural education and entertainment facility







Conditional Use permit for an educational facility and agricultural entertainment 
 
Narrative         
 
Summary:   
The property will be used for agricultural educational purposes and a community space for the 
agricultural related events.  The primary plan is to provide a spot where vegetables and other plants are 
grown and cultivated and the processes of production are taught to the general public.  The existing 
structure will be used for classroom purposes, washing and processing of produce, bathroom facilities 
for staff and patrons, and community events. 
 
Operation: 
The operation will be seasonal from April 1 until November 15 of each year. 
 
Activities on the property will meet the purpose of supporting local food systems and farmland 
preservation, teaching stewardship and/or fostering community. Monthly agricultural education events 
would consist of workshops and school trips that bring people together to learn a topic from an expert. 
Workshop topics include but are not limited to: ecological restoration, pollination, seed starting, prairie 
landscapes, apiary, fibers, canning, pickling, herb drying, wetland preservation, bird migration, pruning, 
and wreath making. Anticipated workshops would be daytime events with 10-30 participants. The goal 
for the property is to host 5 of these workshops per month during the season, with a possibility to 
increase this number based on community interest. School trips would be organized in cooperation with 
classrooms around Madison and Middleton and would tailor curriculum to the needs of each classroom 
with a general focus on agriculture. Topics would include: orchard maintenance and harvest, seed 
starting, geology, history of Wisconsin family farms, prairie ecology, pollination, vegetable harvest and 
cleaning, canning and pickling. Along with education, we are anticipating continuing and expanding our 
relationship with the ‘MOM’, Middleton Outreach Ministry, agricultural programs. Currently, we are 
home to their melon patch and look forward to increasing garden activities, agricultural education 
workshops and community events. 
 
In addition to agricultural events, the property will also be home to some non-agricultural events that 
showcase the agricultural beauty and community gathering space available. These would include yoga 
classes, hiking clubs, birthday parties, weddings, or family reunions. These events are not the focus of 
this property and will be limited to 25 non-agricultural events per year as directed from the plan 
commission. 
 
On a weekly and daily basis, operational activities would be almost exclusively maintenance and land 
care. Staff would work during the season (April 1 to November 15) to care for the landscape. This 
includes gardening, barn upkeep, lawn mowing, farming, and ecological restoration.  
 
 
 Outdoor activities:   

• Planting, caring, and harvesting of a 2.0-acre field   
• Planting, caring, and harvesting of a 0.5-acre vegetable garden 
• Caring and harvesting of a small apple orchard 
• Caring for a 2.0-acre prairie area and woodland areas 
• Outdoor classes on agricultural production  



• Children field trips and day camps regarding agriculture 
• Farm to table dinners and community events 
• MOM farming 
• Landscape architectural and horticultural workshops 

 
Indoor activities: 

• Washing and processing of vegetables 
• Classes regarding agricultural production 
• Community events and social gathering 
• Small group meetings or exercise activities 

 
Hours of Operation 

• Anticipated weekly hours of operation will primarily be from 8am to 8pm for agricultural 
activities, workshops and classes.  

• Event times will vary between 8am and 12am (Midnight) with all music and amplification 
terminating at 10pm with all guests vacating the premises by 12am (Midnight). 

 
Number of Employees and Number of Patrons 

• Core employees for farm operations and workshops will vary between 1 - 5 part-time, seasonal 
employees.  

• Patrons for workshops will primarily vary between 10 - 30 people.  
• Agricultural and non-agricultural events will have a maximum of 200 patrons total with possible 

additional employees as needed. 
• The maximum number of people permitted inside the building will be determined by the 

Middleton Fire Department. 
 

Outdoor Lighting and Noise 
• As the integrity of the landscape is of utmost importance, the outdoor lighting in use will be 

minimal.  
• All lighting will conform to the City of Middleton’s Lighting Code and all fixtures on the building 

shall be full cutoff fixtures.  
• An agricultural yard light will be on a switch until midnight.  
• Music and all amplification will end by 10pm. Music will be stationed inside the barn facility or 

inside of a walled tent on the property.  
 
Parking 

• There will be no parking on Capitol View Rd, across Capitol View Road, or on adjacent 
properties.  

• A detailed parking plan is attached to this CUP and shows a plan for over 100 vehicles.  
• The parking area will be cut grass not to exceed 4” height. 

 
Proposed signs 

• Possible signs will include descriptive signs about daily events and workshops as well as farm 
stand signs.  

• Signs will be posted on property on the barn access road and will not exceed 3’ by 4’.  
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