




 
The Yao Family Story 

My name is Dio Hugues Yao. I am a father for three boys. My first son is Moaye Eudes Corneille-Marie 
Yao. He will turn 16-year-old on September 11th. He will be in 11th grade this year at Memorial High 

School. He is a great soccer player. I hope one day he can make it professional because he is very good at 
it, and this is his dream. 

Miensa David Ethan Yao is my second son. He will turn seven years old on October 29th and will be 
attending first grade at Midvale Elementary. He loves soccer like his older brother, and I think he is 

inspired by him. 

Nguessan Jason Uriel Yao is my last but not least son. Jason turned five years old on July fourth. He is 
autistic and attending WEAP (Wisconsin Early Autism Program). He loves music and jumping around. 

As a family, we normally go to the zoo, the park, visit friends, watch Moaye whenever he has a game, 
and go to Urban Air to jump around because of Jason. 

We are from the Ivory Coast (Cote D’Ivoire) which is in West Africa. I have lived in Dane County for 11 
years. My wife and kids joined me six years ago. Our first challenge was the language. The winter driving 
and the cultural differences were challenging too, but we persevered. Our biggest challenge was the loss 
of our wife and mother at the end of 2022, so we are a household of boys. My wife Sandrine Yao was a 

blessing and I know she will be happy knowing that we became homeowners. 

We are Catholic and members of the Good Shepard Parish. We teach our boys love, respect hard work, 
and share our faith. 

I am grateful for Habitat of Humanity’s Project. Participating in the construction of my home or helping 
somebody else will give me the confidence and tools that I need to prepare to be a good homeowner. 

Being a homeowner is a dream come true. We (the boys and I) won’t have to move from place to place 
and make the kids change school. With renting costs increasing, having our own place with enough 

rooms, a yard where we can place a swing set, hosting friends for a family dinner is a sign of stability and 
independence. 









 
 
 
TO:  Community Development Block Grant Commission 
 
FROM: Caleb Odorfer, CDBG/HOME Program Specialist 
 
DATE: May 28, 2024 
 
SUBJECT: Staff Recommendation for Habitat for Humanity Mortgage Reduction Assistance Waiver Request 
 
WAIVER REQUEST: Habitat of Humanity of Dane County requests a waiver of the following eligibility 
requirement of the Dane County CDBG & HOME Mortgage Reduction Assistance – Deferred Payment Loans 
Program Standards: 
 

ELIGIBLE BORROWERS 
f. The maximum amount of “liquid assets” the borrower can have in reserves cannot exceed the 
equivalent of twelve months of PITI (principal, interest, taxes, and insurance).  “Liquid assets” 
includes: checking accounts, savings accounts, life insurance net cash value, stocks, bonds and 
annuities.  Excluded are:  IRA’s, 401K plans, pension profit sharing, other pensions, employee 
retirement funds and personal property, including automobiles. 

 
This eligibility requirement is a County policy and eligible for waiver by the CDBG Commission. 
 
HUD ASSET POLICY: Per Exhibit 5-2: Assets of the HUD Occupancy Handbook, “There is no asset limitation 
for participation in HUD assisted-housing programs.” (pg. 6/07) 
 
BACKGROUND: Habitat applicant has three sons, one of which is autistic. Applicant’s wife, and sons’ 
mother died. $44,650.83 in life-insurance benefits went into accounts for the three boys.  The father has 
Guardianship of the accounts but can only access them via court order. The boys’ accounts, combined with 
$6,310.77 of the father’s assets, is $50,911.60. This puts the total household assets over the County “liquid 
asset” limit of 12 months PITI. According to Habitat the 12 month PITI is $20,526.97.  Based on Habitat’s 
income verification, the household income, including the children’s Social Security, is 60.10% of the median 
income and in compliance with HUD guidelines. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: It is staff’s recommendation for the CDBG Commission to grant the waiver request.  
In Staff’s estimation the County policy to limit the maximum amount of “liquid assets” the borrower can 
have in reserve to twelve months of PITI is an effort by the County intended to help ensure that the funds 
are going to those most in need. Given the extenuating circumstances created by the death of the mother, 
and the nature of the children’s accounts, and that the household otherwise qualifies, enforcing this policy 
would be contravening that intent. 
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https://www.hud.gov/sites/documents/DOC_35701.PDF
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