
Wisconsin Statutes 59.69 
(5e) CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS.  
 
(a) In this subsection:  

1. “Conditional use” means a use allowed under a conditional use permit, special exception, 
or other special zoning permission issued by a county, but does not include a variance. 
2. “Substantial evidence” means facts and information, other than merely personal 
preferences or speculation, directly pertaining to the requirements and conditions an 
applicant must meet to obtain a conditional use permit and that reasonable persons would 
accept in support of a conclusion.  

(b) 
1. If an applicant for a conditional use permit meets or agrees to meet all of the 
requirements and conditions specified in the county ordinance or those imposed by the 
county zoning board, the county shall grant the conditional use permit. Any condition 
imposed must be related to the purpose of the ordinance and be based on substantial 
evidence. 
2. The requirements and conditions described under subd. 1. must be reasonable and, to 
the extent practicable, measurable and may include conditions such as the permit’s 
duration, transfer, or renewal. The applicant must demonstrate that the application and all 
requirements and conditions established by the county relating to the conditional use are or 
shall be satisfied, both of which must be supported by substantial evidence. The county’s 
decision to approve or deny the permit must be supported by substantial evidence. 
  

(c) Upon receipt of a conditional use permit application, and following publication in the county 
of a class 2 notice under Chapter 985, the county shall hold a public hearing on the application. 
 
(d) Once granted, a conditional use permit shall remain in effect as long as the conditions upon 
which the permit was issued are followed, but the county may impose conditions such as the 
permit’s duration, transfer, or renewal, in addition to any other conditions specified in the 
zoning ordinance or by the county zoning board.  
 
(e) If a county denies a person’s conditional use permit application, the person may appeal the 
decision to the circuit court under the procedures contained in s. 59.694 (10) (a), or if the 
decision is on an application for an approval, as defined in s. 781.10 (1) (a), under the 
procedures described in s. 59.694 (10) (b). Notwithstanding s. 59.694 (4), a county may provide 
by ordinance that the county’s decision on a conditional use permit application is not 
reviewable by the board of adjustment and may be appealed directly to the circuit court under 
the procedures contained in s. 59.694 (10). 


