





First a Little Background Information:

e The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) is a federal law that makes
available a free appropriate public education (FAPE) to eligible children with disabilities
and ensures special education and related services to those children.

e |DEA governs how states and public agencies provide early intervention, special
education, and related services to eligible infants, toddlers, children, and youth with
disabilities.

e |IDEA gives children with disabilities the legal right to a free appropriate public
education.

e |IDEAwasintended to be funded by states paying 60% of special education costs and the
federal government paying 40%. IDEA has never been funded as intended.



A High-Level View of Special Education Funding:

e Education funding is complicated. Let’s look at the basics:
o Special education is funded separately from general education.
o All students are general education students first, but special education funding is
meant to support schools in providing FAPE to students with disabilities.
o Funding for special education services comes from a few different sources,
including the federal government, state government, and medicaid.

Today, we will be discussing the state government portion of special education funding.









How Does this Affect Students?

A lack of adequate funding to support students with disabilities can lead to:

Less access to quality therapeutic services

Not enough classroom support

Inadequate training & pay for support staff

A lack or shortage of assistive technology
Frustration for families, students, and school staff






So What Is The Issue?

e Special Education Funding from both the state and federal levels are currently lacking and
inflation is increasing costs.
e Thedifference for the funding comes out of the general education fund which lowers the
amount per pupil that can be spent in each district.
e Thisleads to stretching resources thin across the board, and it affects everyone.
o Therate of out of school suspensions is over 4x higher for students with disabilities
than those without.
o  Students with disabilities make up 77% of incidents of restraint and 80% of incidents

of seclusion.






Any Questions?

Feel free to reach out to Melissa Custer or Tiffany Schanno via learninmyshoes@gmail.com.

You can also find us on Facebook and online at learninmyshoeswi.org




