
@ucanmadison 

Facebook.com/ 

urbancommunity 

artsnetwork Urbancommunityartsnetwork.org 



DEFINITIONS: COLLEGE ARTISTS 

NATIONAL/REGIONAL 

TOURING ARTISTS 

LOCAL ARTISTS 



WHAT WE DO 

•For the Love of Hip-Hop Summer Concert Series 

•Level Up! Professional Development 

•Madison Hip-Hop Awards 



CURRENT NARRATIVE 

•HIP-HOP IS CODE FOR BLACK 

•HIP-HOP IS A PUBLIC SAFETY THREAT 

•HIP-HOP ADDS NO VALUE FOR THE LOCAL ARTS COMMUNITY 
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Arts/Culture 

Benefit/Unifier 

Immense 

THE CURRENT NARRATIVE 



RESEARCH 
UW-Madison, Dept. of Community  

& Environmental Sociology 

• 2016: Violence and Music Genres 

• 2017: Media bias 

• 2018: Community organizing 

https://madison.com/ct/news/local/city-life/bad-rap-madison-has-a-complicated-relationship-with-hip-hop/article_960817a2-4a4d-5e6a-b009-4949459f1d34.html


CIVIC ENGAGEMENT  

• Since 2010 

• Task Force on Equity in  

Music and Entertainment 

• Goals 

• Shared responsibility 

• Representation of artists  

of color on Madison-area stages 



TASK FORCE ON EQUITY IN MUSIC & ENTERTAINMENT 
●Chair: Dr. Karen Reece,  

President of Urban Community Arts Network 

●Vice Chair: Rob “Dz” Franklin,  

Musician, Educator 

●Jalen McCullough,  

College Student 

●Brennan Haelig,  

Music/Entertainment Promoter 

●Darwin Sampson,  

Live Music Business Owner 

●Matt Gerding,  

Music Venue Property Owner 

 

●Fernando Cano Ospina,  

Alcohol License Review Committee 

●Alderperson Arvina Martin,  

Transit and Parking Commission 

●Yorel Lashley,  

Madison Arts Commission 

●Caitlin Badsing,  

Equal Opportunities Commission 

●Syed Mustajab Abbas,  

Public Safety Review Committee 



CIVIC ENGAGEMENT 

1.Identification of the root causes  

2.Explore best practices  

3.Recommend long-term  

and short-term strategies  

4.Analysis of costs, revenues,  

and timelines 

 

Community/ 
Culture 

Media/ 
Police 

Venues 
Trans-

portation 

Access 


