
ARP Rules Governing Broadband Infrastructure

Interim Final Rule Issued May 2021

Final Rule Issued January 2022

Funds must be obligated by 12/31/24 and 
fully expended by 12/31/26



The Interim Final Rule requires eligible projects to reliably deliver 
minimum speeds of 100 Mbps download and 100 Mbps upload. In 
cases where it is impracticable due to geography, topography, or 
financial cost to meet those standards, projects must reliably deliver at 
least 100 Mbps download speed, at least 20 Mbps upload speed, 
and be scalable to a minimum of 100 Mbps download speed and 100 
Mbps upload speed.



In instances where it would not be practicable for a project 
to deliver such service speeds because of the geography, 
topography, or excessive costs associated with such a 
project, the interim final rule provided that the project 
would be required to be designed to deliver, upon project 
completion, service that reliably meets or exceeds 100 
Mbps download speed and between at least 20 Mbps and 
100 Mbps upload speeds and be scalable to a minimum of 
100 Mbps symmetrical for download and upload speeds.



The final rule maintains the interim final rule's requirement that eligible 
projects be designed to, upon completion, reliably meet or exceed 
symmetrical 100 Mbps download and upload speeds. As was the case 
under the interim final rule, in cases where it is not practicable…



The final rule requires recipients to address the affordability needs of low-income 
consumers in accessing broadband networks funded by SLFRF, given that such a project 
cannot be considered a necessary investment in broadband infrastructure if it is not 
affordable to the population the project would serve. Recipients must require the 
service provider for a completed broadband infrastructure investment project that 
provides service to households to either participate in the Federal Communications 
Commission’s (FCC) Affordable Connectivity Program (ACP), or otherwise provide 
access to a broad-based affordability program to low-income consumers in the 
proposed service area of the broadband infrastructure that provides benefits to 
households commensurate with those provided under the ACP.


