














From: Lindsy Ewert
To: Land&WaterResources Mail
Subject: Annual fee
Date: Tuesday, September 6, 2022 7:32:12 PM

!-------------------------------------------------------------------|
  This Message Is From an External Sender
  This message came from outside your organization.
|-------------------------------------------------------------------!

Hello,
I wanted to let you know that we absolutely love visiting the dogs parks and appreciate all you do to keep them
running.  We feel very blessed to have access to these nice parks and are happy to pay the proposed higher fee to be
able to continue to use them.

Thank you for all you do!
Lindsy

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:linzjensen@hotmail.com
mailto:lwrd@countyofdane.com


This Message Is From an Untrusted Sender
You have not previously corresponded with this sender.

From: Mary Michal
To: Ripp, David; Stinson, Joleen; Thoresen, Tom
Subject: Statement in opposition to group fee increases without further evaluation and study
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2022 4:44:04 PM
Attachments: Dane County Parks fee proposalstatement.pdf

Greetings,

Another engagement in Dodgeville will prevent me from attending the hearing tomorrow in
person.  This is a matter of significant importance to me, as I know it is for many others, and I
appreciate the opportunity to share information, and hopefully to slow down the
process,  before final decisions are made.  I intend to be present via Zoom tomorrow for the
hearing, and wanted to share my statement (attached)  in advance of the meeting.

Thank you for all you do to make our parks the exceptional places that they are.

Best wishes,

Mary Michal

mailto:maryhmichal@gmail.com
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To:  Dane County Parks Commissioners



Re:  Opposition to fee increases without further evaluation of impact on group users



Date:  Wednesday, September 14, 2022



My name is Mary Michal.  I am 75 years old and an enthusiastic volunteer with Wild Harvest 
Nature Connection. I, my children and my grandchildren have all loved spending much time in 
Dane County’s beautiful parks.  My comments are my own, and not an official statement on 
behalf of the organization. They reflect my concerns about unintended consequences.



 In addition to volunteering each week,  my 9 year old grandson, who lives in Madison,  had his 
first experience with Wild Harvest this past summer.  He totally enjoyed Hoyt Park for a week of 
learning about serviceberries and jack-in-the-pulpits, increased his awareness of insects and 
squirrels and birds, gained an appreciation for the gigantic oaks in the park, and deepened his 
care of the Earth.  He learned about  the traditional inhabitants of the land, sang songs related 
to the natural world, and learned how to express his gratitude.  Next year, he will hopefully be 
joined by his little sister.  The parks are the perfect way to engage young people in becoming 
more aware, caring for and protecting the Earth; and Wild Harvest Nature Connection is 
dedicated to helping children, and all of us, to care for the Earth and all of its creatures.  Wild 
Harvest teaches children to love our parks.



I am very concerned about this extremely steep proposed fee increase.  Wild Harvest is not a 
huge, well-funded program.  It is staffed by very skillful and dedicated and knowledgeable 
mentors, who are making sacrifices, financial and otherwise, because they believe in this work.  
A  fee increase of this magnitude would, I believe, pose an immense and unwarranted 
challenge for this organization and others like it.  Wild Harvest is dedicated to making its 
programs available to all, and has a generous sliding scale.  We want to encourage programs 
like Wild Harvest Nature Connection.  For me, they represent hope for the future in our 
challenging times.  Let’s not price them out of business, but encourage them to thrive.



 Bill Lunney, Pat Hitchcock and all the many others who have, through their love of wild spaces 
and their care for the Earth, and their generosity, made these parks the gems that they are.  I 
believe they intended them to be used, and treasured, and cared for by all of us, and especially 
children, who will hopefully care for them wisely into the future.



At Wild Harvest, the small groups of children participating with wise mentors and many 
volunteers, are learning how to care for the land.  I see them learning how to respect nesting 
birds and turtles,  pull invasive plants and leave the park more pristine than when they arrived.  
I see WHNC collaborating with the parks to offer a sense of deep connection and  deep 
ecology.  This collaboration reminds us that we are not separate from Nature, but rather an 
integral part of it.



I understand the need  for parks to generate revenue, but this very steep proposed increase 
seems premature and ill-advised.  I know that a few other communities’ fee structures have 
been reviewed, but I don’t think this has been as thorough an analysis as is warranted.  I 
respectfully request that the Dane County Parks Commission slow down the process, and 
consider a more equitable fee schedule.  I hope that there can be more dialogue about what 
Wild Harvest Nature Connection and other similarly situated organizations bring to the parks, 
and how best to nurture and strengthen this relationship.  How can we support the next 
generation of future citizens (and taxpayers) to love, cherish, use and support our much loved 
parks?  That, I think is an essential question, and the reason I request that you not support this 
increase without more inquiry and  careful examination.  Thank you.
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This Message Is From an Untrusted Sender
You have not previously corresponded with this sender.

From: Clio Bushland
To: Rose, Rick; Parisi, Joseph; Stinson, Joleen; Pascual, Lael; Schwab, Ryan; mcrombie@cityofsunprairie.com;

mjacobs@cityofsunprairie.com
Subject: Significant concerns regarding proposed County Park fee increase
Date: Wednesday, September 14, 2022 11:12:07 AM

To Whom It May Concern,

We are writing to request that the Dane County Parks commission postpone implementing the
proposed new Fee‐Based Recurring Program Permit category, pending further review and
input from interested stakeholders, especially those who do not appear to have been given
much notice of this substantial change in proposed fee structure.  We are not necessarily
asking for these changes to be discarded. However, postponing a decision to allow for greater
input and review of all of the impacts of this change would be appreciated.

Some of our primary concerns are:

While many of the changes proposed are relatively small and minor adjustments to
existing fees, the proposed addition of the Fee‐Based Recurring Program Permit
category represents a significant change to existing fees, and it seems to us a
fundamental shift in philosophy and policy.

The changes create an arbitrary and unnecessary financial burden to local citizens and
businesses. As an example, for the organization Wild Harvest Nature Connection, who
our family looks to for nature education, this proposed change would represent an
increase of 2400% in fees from 2022 to 2023 and an even greater increase from 2023 to
2024. 
These monumental increases in cost come with no increase in service, support or access,
nor was any increase sought. The correspondence as shared with us used words such as
"industry standard." It is not industry standard to increase prices at such magnitude
when there has been no such increase in cost to the provider or increase in services to
the end user. Certainly prices are up but these changes far, far exceed inflationary
pressures.
The language used in the communications we have received seem to represent a
fundamental shift in philosophy and use of the parks as a community asset to a profit
center for the county. Have appropriate policies and procedures been put in place to
ensure that they support this shift?

Some of these proposals appear to be predicated on potentially incorrect assumptions.
For example, in the notice of proposed changes, one of the justifications noted for the
change in structure states: "If the group is not reserving a shelter, there are no additional
fees. Most of these groups still use shelters if they are not reserved by another group, but
choose not reserve (sic) them for exclusive use." In other communication it seemed that
the fact that Wild Harvest does not reserve a shelter was a source of contention. During
the many instances over two years our children have attended educational
activities hosted by Wild Harvest Nature Connection, we have very rarely seen them

mailto:clio@bushland.me
mailto:Rose.Rick@countyofdane.com
mailto:Parisi@countyofdane.com
mailto:Stinson.Joleen@countyofdane.com
mailto:Pascual.Lael@countyofdane.com
mailto:Schwab.Ryan@countyofdane.com
mailto:mcrombie@cityofsunprairie.com
mailto:mjacobs@cityofsunprairie.com


actually in a shelter and their use in no way barred others from using he shelter or any
way represented exclusive use. Using only a portion of the shelter at a time when it is
not reserved for other functions seems in line with the intended purpose of the shelter.
To our understanding, park shelters are intended to be a community resource both for
pre-planned exclusive events (which make sense to administer and regulate based on the
existing reservation and fee system) as well as shared drop-in use outside of reserved
times by all community members.

The support for a change of this magnitude included links to four other communities in
other states but were largely non-applicable. For example, the Minnesota fee structure
includes things like bandstands, face painting stands, police support for closing roads.
Another location had clear references to large scale running events. None of these
activities is comparable to a small, local nature education organization who
requires little to nothing beyond access to the land. This particular group also uses a
significant portion of their time to care for and maintain the parks and whose focus is 
primarily on education and conservation. Other uses mentioned were a preschool group
and a dog obedience class. None of these activities require support of any great level
from the county.
Our family often uses parks during the day. I fail to see a fundamental difference
between our meeting a group of families at a park informally and meeting with them
with Wild Harvest facilitating, other than Wild Harvest offers a structure to make sure
that there is a thorough clean up of the area after use.

Speaking personally, we have four children from age seven to twenty. Our family has
participated in a variety of activities, sports, community events, etc. We have never seen an
organization so responsible in their use of land and facilities as Wild Harvest. They are
scrupulous in making sure that not only do their participants not leave waste behind or misuse
the land and facilities in any way, but other waste, litter, etc. is removed. They leave their sites
better than they found them every time. I have yet to leave another activity where so much
energy has been put into caring for and maintaining the space used. Previous examinations of
the use that Wild Harvest makes of the land  by the county itself have concluded that their
negative impact is negligible and is, in fact, positive. Their work creates citizens who are
aware of, connected to and good stewards of community land assets.

We support the county in setting usage rates in line with costs and we expect that costs will
necessarily rise over time. We question the need to increase rates 3600% over two years. 

Due to the timing of the public hearing this afternoon, we are not at liberty to attend. Please
consider these comments as our input for the meeting.

Regards,

Paul and Clio Bushland
1670 Don Simon Dr
Sun Prairie, WI 53590



This Message Is From an Untrusted Sender
You have not previously corresponded with this sender.

From: Shaili Pfeiffer
To: Land&WaterResources Mail
Subject: Fwd: Fee‐Based Recurring Program Permit
Date: Tuesday, September 13, 2022 4:23:18 PM

Hello - I recently learned of the fee increase for the recurring program permit.  However I
didn’t see any information on the impacts these groups are having on the parks and what the
increase in fees will go to support.  Other fees have a clear tie to use that has impacts on the
land and services that need to be provided (I can easily imagine the increased cost of horses,
bikes, grooming ski trails, frisbee golf) - but not groups that do yoga/hike/etc.  But the groups
you listed for this are only connected by that fact that they charge fees - not what impact they
have on the park that increases costs.

Can you please let me know what impact these groups are having that require additional services that
cost the park system money?
Are there plans to expand services at the parks in conjunction with these additional fees?
Why are friends groups listed as waived in this fee structure?
Is there a policy for any other group waivers?
Why is the fee structured the way it is? It is sort of inclining, but then not at the very highest levels?
How long has this been in the works? When were groups first notified of this change?
What is the timeline and steps for this new fee structure to be approved?
Does the fee apply only to participants or also instructors (for example if a group has 10 participants,
2 staff and 2 volunteers does that count as 10, 12 or 14 for calculating fees)?

The answers to these questions will help me understand why the program is being implemented and
how the program is being implemented.

Thanks,
Shaili Pfeiffer

mailto:shailipfeiffer@hotmail.com
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