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Alternatives to traditional criminal justice system responses




O What is the difference?

O Diversionis a criminal justice term for policies and practices related to those individuals
who have already entered the justice system. In deflection, inclusive of the term prearrest
diversion, a person does not move into the justice system beyond the initial contact with
police.



MODEL LAW ENFORCEMENT AND OTHER
FIRST RESPONDER DEFLECTION ACT

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Today, the White
House Office of National Drug Control
Policy (ONDCP) announced the release
of the Model Law Enforcement and Other

First Responders Deflection Act, a
resource for states that encourages the
development and use of deflection
programs across the country. These
programs are needed because first
responders, including law enforcement,
often do not have good options when
encountering people with substance use
and/or mental health disorders. In a
growing number of states, public safety
and public health partnerships “deflect”
people with these disorders away from
traditional criminal justice programs and
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https://legislativeanalysis.org/model-law-enforcement-and-other-first-responder-deflection-act/

Example of public health model

Deflection from criminal justice can stem from
upstream action, including community service Sourced from: CDC, 2020
supports, strong education, economic

opportunities, and opportunities for personal and

family growth and health.




Madison Addiction
Recovery Initiative
(MARI)

280 individuals
2017 to mid-2020

Deferred Prosecution
Pre-Charge
42 individuals
2020 Completions
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Current Dane County Deflections/Diversions from the fraditional criminal justice system




What Is missinge
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Community driven, public safety focused, results
engaged, and whole person valued.




