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Disability Rights Wisconsin is a statewide
resource for individuals, families, service pro-
fessionals and others concerned with disability
issues. Designated by the Governor to ensure
the rights of all state citizens with disabilities
through individual advocacy and system
change, DRW is a private nonprofit that is part
of a national system of federally mandated
Protection and Advocacy agencies.

Disability Rights helps people across Wisconsin
gain access to services and opportunity
through its advocacy and legal expertise. We
regularly challenge systems and society to
create positive change and improve the lives
of people with disabilities.

Disability Rights Wisconsin is governed by an
independent Board of Directors, a majority of
whom have a disability or have family members
with a disability. The Board is also supported
by a Mental Health Advisory Committee.

We support the right of each person to live

in dignity, to work and to attend school in

the mainstream of society. The agency also
works on disability issues with state and

local governments. In addition to annual
federal appropriations for our Protection and
Advocacy programs, Disability Rights Wisconsin
receives financial support from individuals and
private foundations and from training fees

and government grants.

Individual Advocacy We help people overcome
barriers to independence and identify the right
community support services. Disability Rights
advocates work one-on-one with individuals to
identify goals and achieve positive change.

Systems Advocacy We promote positive
legislative policy and program initiatives.
Disability Rights attorneys and advocates work
at the state and county levels, and in coali-
tion with other organizations to protect the
rights of people with disabilities in Wisconsin.
Our advocacy efforts serve people living in
community settings, in state, county and
private institutions, and in prisons and jails.

Training We provide informational training
and other learning opportunities for consum-
ers, family members, attorneys and others who
support people in the disability community.
Disability Rights trainers offer effective strate-
gies to strengthen individual advocacy skills,
improve the system'’s response to issues of
access, broaden the understanding of
disability rights and more.

Legal Support We take action that challenges
rights violations related to identified priority
issues for people with disabilities. Disability
Rights attorneys bring the law to bear on issues
of individual and systems advocacy. We address
access, inclusion, dignity, most-integrated
choices and equal rights issues.

Disability Rights Wisconsin serves people of
all ages, including people with developmental
disabilities, people with mental iliness, people
with physical or sensory disabilities, and
people with traumatic brain injury.

Disability Rights Wisconsin respects the
cultural values and personal choices of those
seeking our services. We value diversity in all
aspects of our agency’s operations.

« Abuse and neglect

- Patient & Resident rights

« Community Integration

+ Long-term care

« Equal educational opportunity

« Voting rights

Discrimination in employment and housing

- Barriers to accessibility

« Assistive technology

« Access to Community services, benefits
& supports

SSI Managed Care External Advocacy

+ Medicare Part D Helpline

+ Program Attorney services for Disability
Benefit Specialists

Family Care & IRIS Ombudsman

- Rice Lake

Three offices serving
the entire state. Madison

Milwaukee



