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Andros, Pamela

From: Don Schuster <schustersfam@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, January 16, 2019 4:04 PM
To: Andros, Pamela
Subject: Forever Sand and Lime
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Schuster’s Playtime Farm, Inc. 

                                                1326 US Highway 12 and 18 
                                                            Deerfield, WI 53531 
                                                            608-764-8488 
                                                            Theresa@schustersfarm.com 

                www.schustersfarm.com 
  

  
January 14, 2019 
Submission of substantial evidence-primary source 
Re: Oak Park Quarry, LLC, CUP (DCPCUP-2018-02449) request.  
  
First, I would not be standing here before you unless I had been shaken so bad I thought I was experiencing an 
earthquake.  
  
Six Standards of a Conditional Use Permit (reference to three standards) 
  

1.     The establishment, maintenance or operation of the conditional use will not be detrimental to or 
endanger the public health, safety, comfort of general welfare. 

Based on the recent history (since 2010 purchase by Jon Halverson) of the Oak Park Quarry, we are 
concerned for nearby property owners, as well as the historic structures that are located within up to a 
one mile radius of the gravel pit. One specific structure is the round barn on our property. This historic 
agricultural structure was completed in 1903 and is the last of its kind still standing in Dane County. In 
2002, after 100 years of use and weather, we began to restore and preserve the barn. As part of the 
process we tuck-pointed the foundation of the barn in 2010 and window sills in 2015. We consulted with 
restoration specialists and used a mortar mix specifically for tuck-pointing work with limestone from 
that time period. In the winter of 2015/16, we noted cracking in the tuck-pointing at the window framing 
and in the foundation below the windows.   

  

Over 40,000 guests come to Schuster’s Playtime Farm on an annual basis. If the structure of the barn 
and other structures continue to be shaken as in the past the structures will continue to be damaged and 
thus jeopardize our family’s and guests’ welfare. Evidence of damage is provided in the form of photos 
taken of the round barn window sills and foundation in January 2016 and again in January 2019. The 
cracks shown in the corresponding photos taken three years apart are unchanged. (Exhibit 1S)   
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Over the last three years however, the foot traffic and use of the barn has increased. We have not made 
any structural changes or done renovations to the barn since the spring of 2015. The variable that has 
changed is that there has not been blasting at the pit since December 2015.  
  
2.     The uses values and enjoyment of other property in the neighborhood for purposes already 
permitted shall be in no foreseeable manner substantially impaired or diminished by establishment, 
maintenance or operation of the conditional use. 
If blasting continues at the rate it has been, the round barn will not continue to stand for the many years 
to come even though it should given the skilled initial construction, substantial care by its first owners 
(Gangstads) and restoration by the current owners (Schusters). The damage caused by the blasts is 
evident and continued blasts of such magnitude will further damage the barn and decrease its potential 
longevity. The round barn was built and established for use prior to the quarry’s first conditional use 
permit. The Wisconsin Department of Transportation has established Schuster’s Playtime Farm property 
as historical and thus any construction that has been or is planned to be done requires a historical 
survey.  Examples include: Surveying of property and round barn structure prior to the 1998 US 
Highway 12 and 18 construction with placement of the road right-away determined according to 
required distance from the round barn. The round barn and property were again surveyed prior to the 
moving of the farm driveway in 2012.   
  
3.     That the establishment of the conditional use will not impede the normal and orderly 
development and improvement of the surrounding property for uses permitted in the district. 
The brand for Schuster’s Playtime Farm is the round barn. As fifth generation farmers from Dane 
County with the sixth generation readying to take the reins damage and destruction of the barn greatly 
impacts the business and the family’s livelihood. Schuster’s Farm has a longstanding history of actively 
supporting the community through annual employment of almost 200 seasonal staff, donations for 
community functions, scholarships and support of many area high schools.  

  
After spending almost two hundred thousand dollars and hundreds of hours labor to preserve the centennial 
round barn for future generations, we are very concerned about the impact of future blasting. Please consider 
the impact of reinstated blasting on surrounding structures and neighbors. 
  
Our presentations opposing the renewal of the CUP are factual and evidence-based. A CUP is required to meet 
the six standards. We could have filled this room with supporters of Schuster’s Farm and St. Paul’s Liberty 
Church but the task before us was not to present opinions and emotions. We encourage you to really take a look 
at the 150 plus postcards…where are they from, what is there relationship to the quarry, what is their 
relationship to this township? Are they simply letters of support or are they substantial evidence? 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Don and Theresa Schuster 
  



Notes from Theresa Schuster’s presentation to the ZLR committee 1.22.19 
 
I wish to speak today in regards to past history and future choices.  
There is an underlying issue here in that the quarry is on one hand denying all evidence 
before them (and you) in regards to past unsafe practices and structural damage at 
multiple sites and then also presenting as a new and changed business...willing to 
follow procedures, to have an open forum for complaints to be filed, to keep records of 
clean fill and so on. 
 
If we start by taking a look at the CUP, there are some discrepancies that need to be 
addressed. 
--The permit itself lists varied parcels but not all parcels are indicated in some of the 
descriptions or even on the front of the permit. 
 
--Under the category Blasting Protocol at numbers 2 and 11 and in many other 
instances throughout the document, it is indicated that notification will be made to St. 
Paul’s Church and anyone residing within 1320 feet. At the town board meeting in May 
2016, Jon Halverson agreed that notification would be given to all within a minimum of 
2640 feet or ½ mile. Truly given the information just shared in regards to the lay of the 
bedrock surrounding the pit and the distance of buildings from the pit that have incurred 
damage a ½ mile is not even inclusive of the potentially affected area.  
 
--The PPVs indicated in the CUP are indicated from 2015 not the PPVs adopted in 
2016.  
 
--In conjunction with the PPVs indicated. The projected tons of rock per year and 
projected blasts don’t seem to match based on tonnage/blasting level according to the 
PPVs indicated in 2016 adoption and number of blasts. Curiously however the 
projections are closer if using the incorrect blasting levels that are indicated as the town 
ordinance levels by the applicant.  
 
--In addition, the amount of expected tonage and blasts is indicated as “not limited to”. 
This is very concerning given the damage that began to occur to area structures once 
blasting rate increased under the ownership of Jon Halverson but had not been an issue 
with past quarry owners and businesses that blasted and hauled from the Oak Park 
Quarry. 
 

--Under the category of Blasting Log, what does logging mean. The measuring and 
logging is being done by the quarry. In other words they are their own watchdog. Now 
whereas that may be typical, this is highly concerning given that out of 24 blasts full 
data was not available for 7 of the blasts due to either the seismographs not being 
placed at all locations or the seismograph just not working. Please see exhibit 3T. 
Monitoring is imperative.  
 
--The CUP indicates that they did not exceed state regulations. However, the blast 
decibels exceeded even the state limit in both 2014 and 2105. Please see exhibit 1T. 



 
--The length of the proposed permit is for a substantially longer period of time than was 
being discussed several years ago. Actions speak louder than words. A ten year permit 
is not warranted given past actions, damages that have already occurred and the 
presence of historic buildings.  
 
--The presentation for filing complaints and documentation suggestions for clean fill are 
not data or substantial evidence rather they are just processes they are presenting. 
They are not a meeting of conditions.  
 
--Along the topic of the community response program...What does a community 
response program mean, if what has been being presented for several years and again 
today (tombstones moving uphill, mortar crumbling, new mortar cracking, changes not 
occurring for three years) is not deemed as evidence? What is evidence…do one of 
these historic structures need to collapse? Does someone need to die? 
 
--A dialog does not occur when one party refuses to look, listen or even compromise. 
Being a community member would imply that one operates at least equally or gives 
more than one takes. The quarry pays approximately $7000.00 in taxes and does not 
employ any town residents. The actions of the quarry have cost the township and local 
residents a significant amount of time and money. These are not actions of a group that 
wish to be part of a vibrant community. 
 
Theresa Schuster 
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