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2017 Joint Stormwater TAC 

1. Develop and 
Implement a 
Stormwater Volume 
Trading Program 

2. Improve standards for 
volume control for 
closed basins, new 
development, and 
redevelopment  



Joint Stormwater Work Group 

   DC Retention Credit Program 
 
   Greenseams® Program 
 
   Wetland Mitigation Programs 



Current Dane County Efforts  

• Volume control practices are now eligible 
under the Urban Water Quality Grant program 
 

• Pilot projects for conversion of County owned 
land from agricultural to prairie 

 



Legacy of Historical Development 

Vast majority of 
development was 

established before our 
first stormwater 

infiltration requirements 
went into effect in 2004.  



Green Infrastructure 

 
A source reduction approach to capturing, 
absorbing, infiltrating, evaporating, or 
storing rain and melting snow 



Green Infrastructure Strategies 



Green Infrastructure Programs 



Motivations for Green Infrastructure 



Multiple Benefits of  
Green Infrastructure 



Investing in Green Infrastructure 

• Different strategies 
have different costs and 
provide different 
benefits 
 

• Select strategies that 
are most appropriate 
for a specific area and 
conditions 



Support for Green Infrastructure 



Green Infrastructure Plan 



Example Green Infrastructure Goal 

Milwaukee’s Goal: 
By the year 2035,  
create enough green 
infrastructure to capture 
740 million gallons of 
water every time it rains.  



Example Green Infrastructure 
Assessment 

In 2013, an Urban Forest 
Assessment attributed 
$122 million in 
environmental services 
annually from Denver’s 
urban forest with the 
ability to intercept 1.4 
billion gallons of rainfall 
each year. 



Regional Watershed Approach 

Implementation higher up in the watershed  
will benefit more people in the watershed overall 

 



Yahara WINs Model 



Yahara CLEAN Model 



Start with a Plan 

• What is our green 
infrastructure goal for 
each watershed? 
 

• What is the most cost 
effective mix strategies 
& locations for 
implementation? 
 

• How will we fund it? 



Regional Collaboration 



Recommendations 

• Continue to develop support for a broad 
based regional collaboration to address 
stormwater runoff and flooding 

• Develop a detailed green infrastructure plan 
(consultant / steering committee) 

• Develop the detailed framework for a 
stormwater retention credit (volume trading) 
program (consultant / steering committee) 



Lakes & Watersheds Commission 
Discussion and Input 



How Much is 740 Million Gallons?  

 
• 2.8” over Lake Mendota 

 
• 8.3” over Lake Monona 

 
• 13.1” over Lake Waubesa 

 
• 8.5” over Lake Kegonsa 
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