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Environmental Education

Staff provided 77 hours of outdoor and environmental education
programming for underserved populations through two main programs:

Youth Environmental
Leadership Experience

Get Outside



Get Ovutside!
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StoryWalk®

August 16 - September 14:
Over in the Meadow by Jane Cabrera

September 15 - October 14:
Black is a Rainbow Color by Angela Joy

October 15 - November 14:
The Hike by Alison Farrell
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Exercise Mind and Body eFarm
County Park StoryWalk

by Mariona Bah, age 13

he StoryWalk Project was initiated by Anne

Ferguson, a chronic disease prevention spedalist
from Monterpelier, Vermont, in 2007. She wanted to
find a way to encourage both kids and adults to be
more active, which is very important to chronic illness
prevention. She then launched StoryWalk, which is
“an innovative and delightful way for children — and
adults! — to enjoy reading and the outdoors at the
same time.” Since 2007, StoryWalk has been installed
in 50 states and 12 countries. The latest local install-
ment is here at the Lussier Family Heritage Center in
William G. Lunney Lake Farm County Park.

This summer, my siblings and I visited the
StoryWalk after biking through Lake Farm County
Park. When we arrived at the Lussier Family Heritage
Center, we expected to bike on another paved trail
to read this month's title. But it tumed out that the
StoryWalk was actually in a beautiful garden near the
Center. The bock was “Over in the Meadow"” by Jane

Cabera, which is based off of the classic children's
rhyme of the same name. The staff replace bocks on
the StoryWalk with a fresh title monthly. The Monona
Public Library supplies the books. The pages from the
books are laminated and posted along the walk.

My sisters and I had a great time reading the
pages while observing the nearby flora and fauna
Partidpating in the StoryWalk is a fantastic way to get
families into nature by combining the joy of reading
with the ocutdoors.

In addition to the StoryWalk, Lake Farm County
Park offers many different opportunities to have fun
while being outdoors. The park is 328 acres, making
it a safe place to go while social distancing. It alsc has
campgrounds, playgrounds, an observation tower,
and many hiking and cross country ski trails, not to
mention two biking/pedestrian trails—the Lower
Yahara River Trail and the Capital City Trail, which
leads to downtown Madison.

[Sources: Kellogg-Hubbard Library, Lussicr Fomly Heritage
Codder]




For more info...

™ Lussier Family Heritage Center

Home Educational Programs « Your Event « Facility Information ~ Volunteer Contact Us

Educational Programs

Our education programs focus on equitable and inclusive access to environmental and outdoor education. The Lussier Family Heritage Center strives to provide nature based
programming to youth who may not have access to our parks, natural areas, or environmental education.

Public Programs and Events

- Lil' Explorers
- Bumble Bee Brigade
- Sustainability Series

Check out our events calendar to learn about upcoming events

Event Calendar

Get Qutside!

8k Partnership program with community centers to provide a connection to parks and natural areas in Dane County. This program
focuses on youth ages 6-14 through long-term, ongoing engagment with cutdoor and environmental education programming.

https://www.lussierheritagecenter.com/Educational-Programs
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Visit the Oak Savanna at Indian Lake County Park

By Jules Da Costa Age 12

ane County Parks staff and

dedicated volunteers have
been working hard to restore
the natural landscape at Indian
Lake County Park. This effort has
improved and enhancad what is
certainly one of the most beautiful
spots in southern Wisconsin.

Dane County’s gorgeous Indian
Lake County Park has benefitted
over the years from scores of
committed volunteers. They have
removed less desirable plant and
tree species to provide more room
for native species to grow and
thrive. And, of course, more room
for members of the pubhc to enjoy
this wonderful place. Just a short
drive from Madison, visitors will
notice some of the results of this
conservahon work as soon as they
enter the main parking area.

According to the Dane County
Parks Department, there was a
time when Oak Savanna was one
of the most common vegetation
types in the upper Midwest. But
it is now one of the rarest natural
communities on Planet Earth.
Today's visitors will notice about
four acres of natural Qak Savanna
landscape from the parking lot just
beyond the park shelter.

But there is much more to see
and explore at Indian Lake. In all,
volunteers and staff have restored
about 30 acres of land, trails, and
lakeside. They have restored native
woodlands and Oak Savannas and
brought prairies back to life. At
least 20 acres of beautiful prairies
and six acres of woodland have

been restored so far. There is

also the mysterious looking and
abandoned “Matz Farmstead™
located at Indian Lake. Various
trails connect these places and are
easily accessible so that visitors can
explore.

One invasive species that has
been largely removed at Indian
Lake Park is the black locust trees
that had been taking over the land.
Parks staff chopped down trees
and used controlled burns to help
get rid of these and other invasive
species. Once this process is
completed, more restoration work
will continue at the park

All and all, it is a fascinating
process that nature lovers will
enjoy watching unfold. It is hard
worck. But it's worth it because the
remnants of the scenic prairies
and Oak Savanna will grow and
flourish once again

Indian Lake County Park is
located in northwestern Dane
County and is part of Wisconsin's
beautiful Driftless Area. This park
is a 483-acre picce of paradise. It
is only a short drive away and
available to the public for free.
Anyone who needs a little respite
from the COVID-19 pandemic
will find it an easy and convenient
place to practice social distancing.
You can hike the trails, watch
nature, go fishing, explore the
woods, or picnic with friends and
family.

And did I mention it's also free
for the public?

Dane County’s Indian Lake Park
is an impressive and important
resource for all of us. Perhaps even
more 50 during a pandemic.

[Saurces: Wisconsin State Jowrnst Dene
County; Weunskee Tribune]

Read More Online: impsonStreetFreePress.org

Giant Vacuums Clean Dane County Beaches

By Desiomy Aloarez, age 15

ane County is festing 2 new techneology de-

sigmed fo Slean out alga= blooms ]m:allak:.
Strange as it might sound, thiz new technology
actually uses a vacuum to remove hazardous
bhie-green alzae blooms located near Dane
County’s beaches.

Elus-green algas blooms are harmiul o people.

Exposure to this kind of algae can cause health
concerns for both humans and pets. This new
effort miends to make our local beaches clean
and safe fo swim in during warm temperatures.

This vacuum device cleans our local waters
by conmecting a pips to a vacoum nozzle, which
pulls out the algae scum from the water and puts
itim flter bags. It then separates the clean water
from the dgae scum and releaszes the clean water
back into the lake. Meanmwhile, the dgas soum
and debris stay inside the Slter bags.

“Thiz new hdmnhﬂ'wilaﬂ.owfan\ﬂnﬁm
have a safe and fu.ntu:ng at e beach, without
hawing to worry about water quality. Projects
like this are an extension of our equibty work —
P'rumdang safs, free fun across our cclmnuuu!w
anid encouraging kids to get outside ” said Diane
County Executive, Joe Pasisi

“As the summer heats up and the COVID-19
pandemic continues, Danes County residents are
tuming to our lakes to cool down and reconmect
wih the cutdoors,” Farisi caid in a statement.

According to a recent article in the Wiscosin
Stafe Journal, Mendota C-mmh- Fark has bean
chozen as a pilot area for this project. The planis
to expand this new methed throughout the Dane

Parisi and other Dane County officials have
stressed how important it is fo have cean
beaches and healthy local lakes. Past efforts hawve
focused on algae control, implementing projects

Read More Onbme: woww.SompsonStreetFreePress.ong

that would eliminake sources of Phn:th.ls,
which cause algae blooms.
Otther efforts to clean and mange area lakes
hawe been effective to a degree. But they are
ot 100 Pen:en‘t successful For instance, Dlane
County has expanded its “blue waters bazge™
program. This initiative picks up trash and debris
from stormwater cutlets, Pu'blic beaches, amd
piers. The hope is that thiz new algae vaouum
system will be another efective tool to help keep
our local lakes and beaches safe and accessible.
“As far a5 we know, we are the Srst county
to e Hhis h-P: of "v"tzm, P:nns;v' Dang
County officials say they are eacnerte- chare thiz
t:dmnlc-gv with u&l.ﬂ'mh:rt:d. communities.

[Sources: Wisconsie Stale fourwal: Specirum Mews; Madison.
comm)
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Unclogging the Yahara River

Flood Mitigation in Dane County Adapts to a New Normal Climate

by Chricty Zheng, age 17

n August of 2018, the chain of
lakes connected by the Yahara
River had remained above target

summer maximum levels —the
appropriate lake levels sct by the
Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources —for four months,
despite efforts to eliminate block
ages in the system. Flash flooding
on August 2] threatened to push
the lakes over the edge. The city of
Madison closed major thorough
fares and urged residents to re-
main at home as the water rushed
in, damaging homes, businesses,
and public infrastructure. First
responders worked all night,
evacuating residents from ficoded
homes and rescuing stranded
motorists. In the aftermath of the
flooding, there was one casualty
and an estimated $209 million in
damages~— the majority of which
was not covered by insurance.
While the cause of the flooding

is an enviroamental quagmire,

it boils down to this: mefficient
movement of water through the
Yahara Watershed and torrential
rainfalis were the impetus for the
catastrophe.

The Yahara Watershed does
not naturally lend itself to a fast
flow. The river drops a mere 1.5
feet over four miles; it's flat, so the
water moves slowly. However,
several other factors exacerbate
the dow movement of water,
including aquatic weeds, sediment,
and debris. A task force on flood
mitigation was created after the
2015 flooding to pose solutions
for these flow restrictors, with

input from the public. Flood
mitigation efforts were ongoing
before the flooding, and the Dane
County Land and Water Resources
Department (LWRD) has amped
up its efforts since, at the
recommendation of the task force.
Agquatic weeds, a main area of
focus, hinder the movement of
water because of fricion between
the plants and water. They can also
impede public access to beaches
and support toxic algae growth
by releasing phosphorus during
decomposition. Additionally,
invasive aquatic plants compete
with native plants for sunlight
and nutrients, which disrupts

the ecosystem. In 2018, Dane
County aquatic plant harvesters
cleared away 8,496 tons of weeds,
approximately one-third of which
was removed to alleviate flow

restrictions. After the flooding

m late August, aquatic plant
harvesters managed to double the
rate of water leaving the Yahara
Watershed.

The 2019 budget saw an increase
of over 53% devoted to lake weed
management from the previous
year, bringing the total up to
$773,400. The added funds went
toward hiring more employees
and purchasing new equipment,
including two plant harvesters.
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Plant Dane: Free Plants Program
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g g g Since 2016, 15,000 + plants have been

gsg distributed to 86 different groups
including schools, neighborhood
associations and community centers.

rairie

https://lwrd.countyofdane.com/Native-Plants-for-Schools-and-Community-Projects
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Conservation Corner
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MORE FROM YOUTUBE

@  YouTube Premium Conservation Corner: Talking About Trees

Dane County Land & Water Resources Department
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https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLh8002r5VTzAxfcEO5KFO1H cQqWDclOk
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