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2020 RES-145 as Amended by PP&J on 09/08/2020

ADDRESSING SYSTEMIC RACISM IN THE DANE COUNTY CRIMINAL JUSTICE
SYSTEM AND INVESTING IN ALTERNATIVES TO INCARCERATION OUTSIDE OF
LAW ENFORCEMENT

Dane County has the opportunity to challenge the systemic racism and racial disparities
in our criminal justice system and in our community. Currently the County has plansto
spend $148 million on new jail facilities.

During the COVID-19 pandemic Dane County has shown that it can substantially lower
the jail population.

Many previous recommendations for reforming the criminal justice system remain to be
implemented.

Violence against people of color by law enforcement both locally and nationally has
brought a change in priorities for the community and Dane County Government.

The United States incarcerates more people, most of whom are people of color, than any
other nation. Both the United States and Dane County have expanded the scope and role
of law enforcement over the years. Dane County has followed the national trend to allow
the militarization of law enforcement changing the relationship between police and the
community.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Dane County will immediately halt suspend
all planning, design, architecture, and construction of a new jail facility; and

plae&teaddms&mhum&n&ee%en&m%h&eu%&emw the Count\/ Board eluﬁeetsurqes the

Dane County Sheriff to work with planning, design, and architecture contractors to present options for a
smaller, flexible jail facility based on implementation of criminal justice and racial justice reforms and a reduced
long-term inmate population, and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that Dane County will review and implement
recommendations to lower the jail population and strongly urge partners to implement
permanent criminal justice and racial justice reforms including those related to diversion,
charging and sentencing, jail and department of corrections, and transparency as refleted

|n 2020 2021 Resolution 190 minimize-the role-of-law-enforcement—ncluding-but-not
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