
2020 Annual Status Review:
Yahara Chain of Lakes 

Task Force Recommendations
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Lake Level Orders
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Recent Lake Levels and Flows
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Long Term Records
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Improve Flood Resiliency

Technical Work Group Policy Task Force
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Public Engagement 
Provide quarterly updates to the Land Conservation 
Committee, Environment, Agriculture & Natural Resources 
Committee and the Lake & Watershed Commission on status 
of task force recommendations, current water levels, slow 
no wake status, aquatic plant harvesting, number of days 
per year each lake is within its prescribed range, status of 
coordination with Stoughton on the operation of their dam, 
and other relevant information pertaining to lake levels and 
flow for the Yahara Lakes.

Short Term

Past Meetings:
• December 2019
• May 2020
• September 2020
• December 2020



Public Engagement 
Develop a protocol to inform the public when significant 
operating or management changes are made to the Tenney 
Dam and other county-owned dams along with the 
reasoning behind the change(s).

Short Term

Emergency
Action
Plans

Website

https://lwrd.countyofdane.com/Lake-Levels



Public Engagement 
Continue to support a robust website with data and reports. 

Short Term

https://lwrd.countyofdane.com/Lake-Levels http://infosyahara.org



Sediment Removal
• In collaboration with the DNR and other units of government, Dane County 

should determine which locations are of highest priority and work to 
obtain permitting to dredge the Yahara River as needed from Lake 
Mendota to the Stoughton Dam, seeking to increase flow, maintain 
seasonal minimums and improve the health of the river whenever feasible. 

• Develop a dredging plan that occurs in phases over several years based on 
multiple factors including impact on flow, permitting, and dredging 
logistics. The Yahara River is an important and valued resource that 
provides important spawning, migratory, and nursery habitat for a variety 
of fish and is home to a number of fish and other species on a more 
permanent basis and any dredging should recognize that dredging is an 
opportunity to improve the resource and not just a means of draining the 
lakes and that habitat improvements should be incorporated into plans. 
Downstream dredging will be prioritized where possible and within project 
control. 

• Planning and implementation should focus on cooperation with the DNR 
regulators, fish biologists, and other staff to first identifying and dredging 
those segments of the river in which dredging would be most helpful in 
managing flow and would be the most beneficial or least harmful to the 
river itself. 

Short Term



Sediment Removal
Short Term

https://lwrd.countyofdane.com/yahara-river-sediment-removal



Sediment Removal

• Establish and fund an ongoing maintenance dredging 
schedule as necessary to maintain flow capacity in 
collaboration with the DNR and other units of government. 

Long Term



Dam Management
• Ensure the integrity of Tenney Dam and embankment 

through improvements that make it capable of holding 
water to the 100-year water level (1% annual chance of 
flooding) on Lake Mendota. 

Short Term

Embankment Survey

Tenney Boat House Barrier Wall

FEMA 102 Manual
FEMA P-936
FEMA Technical Bulletin 3-93



Dam Management
• Implement of water level/flow monitoring at the Lafollette 

Dam. 

Short Term

Lake Kegonsa

Flow



Aquatic Plant Harvesting
• Dane County should continue early, vigilant and 

ecologically-sound mechanical aquatic plant harvesting in 
compliance with DNR permits to ensure that water flows 
through the Yahara Chain of Lakes. 

• Incorporate aquatic plan harvesting south of the LaFollette
Dam into the aquatic plant management plan and DNR 
permit, rather than relying on an emergency permit. 

Short Term



Lake Levels
Dane County will continue to implement any tools that may 
be available to lower lake levels to DNR designated seasonal 
minimum levels as soon as possible and work to maintain 
lakes at that level. This directive will be implemented where 
possible and to the extent that managing any given lake will 
not create flooding on other lakes or other unintended 
consequences. 

Short Term

Updates:
• Technical Group has convened
• Next meeting will discuss additional analysis and include other 

expertise (such as fishery and biology)



Lake Level Management Guide
Update the Lake Level Management Guide for the Yahara
Chain of Lakes. 

Short Term

https://lwrd.countyofdane.com/documents/pdfs/Plans--Studies--
Reports/Plans/Lake-Level-Management-Guide-2019-Amendment-Final.pdf



Stormwater and Infiltration
Short Term

Chapter 14 Ordinance Amendment:

• Requirements for closed watersheds

• Runoff rate control for 200 year storm 
event

• Show flood elevation and lowest opening 
on plan.

• Redevelopment: first half inch of runoff to 
green infrastructure



Stormwater and Infiltration
Long Term

• Volume banking program for exempt sites 
and redevelopment projects

• Collection of cost data for providing 
volume reductions

• Incorporation of stormwater volume 
reductions in county projects and land 
purchases


