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Safety and Health: Immigrant 
Dairy Workers

Maria Jose Fuenzalida, DVM, PhD
Dairy and Livestock Educator for Dane County

Agenda
• Description of current situation of immigrant dairy workers
• Educational programming 

• Past (articles, videos)
• Current (videos, articles, social media, postcard, poster)
• Future (factsheets/articles, videos)

• Questions

Current situation of immigrant dairy workers
• Farming continues to be among the deadliest occupations in the 

U.S.1 and in Wisconsin2 with a per-capita workplace death rate 
that is 7-8 times higher than all other industries combined. 

• Some workers described having a good relationship with their 
supervisor or managers, whereas others indicated that their 
managers did not respect them or see them as human being 
because of their race/ethnicity5-6

• Overall, workers reported lack of knowledge about health 
insurance (i.e., coverage status). Also, they described that they 
have been told that injuries or accidents will be covered, only 
later figure out that they are fully responsible for all healthcare 
costs5-6. 

Past Educational Programming Developed

Current Educational Programming Developed Current Educational Programming Developed
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Current Educational Programming Developed Current Educational Programming Developed

Future Educational Programming
Building a Positive Farm 
Business Culture:
• Perceptions of Health and 

Safety among Latin/Hispanic 
dairy workers

• Characteristics of 
Latin/Hispanic Dairy Workers

Our focus is to educate dairy 
farmers so they can become 
the employer of choice Latina dairy farm worker.
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Questions?


