
From: Jessika Shipley on behalf of Colorado Redistricting2020
To: Standing, Brian
Subject: RE: Evaluation tools for publicly submitted maps
Date: Wednesday, February 24, 2021 4:09:30 PM
Attachments: Colo. Const. Art. V_ Section 48.1.PDF

Brian,

Our constitution requires certain criteria to be met when drawing maps.  I'm attaching the constitutional
provision governing the maps drawn by our legislative commission here.  The criteria for the
congressional maps is substantially similar.  Let me know if you need anything else.

Jessika

(See attached file: Colo. Const. Art. V_ Section 48.1.PDF)

__________________________________________________
Colorado Independent Redistricting Commissions Staff
Jessika Shipley, Staff Director
cell: 303-503-8684
colorado.redistricting2020@state.co.us

For more information about redistricting, please visit our website.
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From:	"Standing, Brian" <Standing@countyofdane.com>
To:	"'Colorado Redistricting2020'" <colorado.redistricting2020@state.co.us>
Date:	02/24/2021 02:22 PM
Subject:	RE: Evaluation tools for publicly submitted maps

Hi, Jessika
 
Thanks, that’s helpful.  Are there guidelines or priorities for the redistricting commissions to follow when evaluating
maps, perhaps in statute?  Or will each commission set their own standards for evaluation?
 
I’ll look at the representable.org info.  Thanks for sharing.
 
 

NOTE:  The Dane County Planning & Development Department office is currently closed in
response to the COVID-19 pandemic.  Staff are working remotely and can be reached via

mailto:Jessika.Shipley@state.co.us
mailto:colorado.redistricting2020@state.co.us
mailto:Standing@countyofdane.com
https://redistricting.colorado.gov/



Colo. Const. Art. V, Section 48.1


Current through all laws passed during the 2020 Regular and First Extraordinary Legislative Sessions and 
Measures approved at the November 2020 General Election


CO - Colorado Constitution  >  CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO  >  ARTICLE V 
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT  >  Congressional and Legislative Apportionments


Section 48.1. CRITERIA FOR DETERMINATION OF LEGISLATIVE DISTRICTS 
- DEFINITION


(1)In adopting a legislative redistricting plan, the commission shall:  


(a)Make a good-faith effort to achieve mathematical population equality between districts, as 
required by the constitution of the United States, but in no event shall there be more than five 
percent deviation between the most populous and the least populous district in each house. 
Districts must be composed of contiguous geographic areas.  


(b)Comply with the federal "Voting Rights Act of 1965", 52 U.S.C. sec. 50301, as amended.  


(2)


(a)As much as is reasonably possible, the commission's plan must preserve whole communities of 
interest and whole political subdivisions, such as counties, cities, and towns. To facilitate the 
efficient and effective provision of governmental services, with regard to any county, city, city and 
county, or town whose population is less than a district's permitted population, the commission shall 
presume that such county, city, city and county, or town should be wholly contained within a district; 
except that a division of such county, city, city and county, or town is permitted where, based on a 
preponderance of the evidence in the record, a community of interest's legislative issues are more 
essential to the fair and effective representation of residents of the district. When the commission 
divides a county, city, city and county, or town, it shall minimize the number of divisions of that 
county, city, city and county, or town.  


(b)Districts must be as compact as is reasonably possible.  


(3)


(a)Thereafter, the commission shall, to the extent possible, maximize the number of politically 
competitive districts.  


(b)In its hearings in various locations in the state, the commission shall solicit evidence relevant to 
competitiveness of elections in Colorado and shall assess such evidence in evaluating proposed 
maps.  


(c)When the commission approves a plan, or when nonpartisan staff submits a plan in the absence 
of the commission's approval of a plan as provided in section 48.2 of this article V, the nonpartisan 
staff shall, within seventy-two hours of such action, make publicly available, and include in the 
commission's record, a report to demonstrate how the plan reflects the evidence presented to, and 
the findings concerning, the extent to which competitiveness in district elections is fostered 
consistent with the other criteria set forth in this section.  


(d)For purposes of this subsection (3), "competitive" means having a reasonable potential for the 
party affiliation of the district's representative to change at least once between federal decennial 
censuses. Competitiveness may be measured by factors such as a proposed district's past election 
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Colo. Const. Art. V, Section 48.1


results, a proposed district's political party registration data, and evidence-based analyses of 
proposed districts.  


(4)No map may be approved by the commission or given effect by the supreme court if:  


(a)It has been drawn for the purpose of protecting one or more incumbent members, or one or 
more declared candidates, of the senate or house of representatives, or any political party; or  


(b)It has been drawn for the purpose of or results in the denial or abridgement of the right of any 
citizen to vote on account of that person's race or membership in a language minority group, 
including diluting the impact of that racial or language minority group's electoral influence.


History


  Source:   Referred 2018: Entire section added, Amendment Z, L. 2018, p. 3106, effective upon proclamation of 
the Governor, December 19, 2018. See L. 2019, p. 4543.


COLORADO REVISED STATUTES


End of Document
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email during regular business hours. This is the best way to communicate with our staff. 
We’re also checking voicemail throughout the day, so please don’t hesitate to call, and we’ll
get back to you as soon as possible.  Thank you for your patience and understanding.
 
More information and updates can be found on our website: https://danecountyplanning.com/
 
Brian Standing 
Senior Planner 
Dane County Planning & Development 
Room 116, 210 Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd.
Madison, WI 53703 
(608) 267-4115 
 
 
 
From: Jessika Shipley <Jessika.Shipley@state.co.us> On Behalf Of Colorado Redistricting2020
Sent: Wednesday, February 24, 2021 3:16 PM
To: Standing, Brian <Standing@countyofdane.com>
Subject: Re: Evaluation tools for publicly submitted maps
 

CAUTION: External Email - Beware of unknown links and attachments. Contact Helpdesk at 266-4440 if unsure

 

Brian,

Our commissions are still in the process of being selected, but when they convene, they will draft and
adopt policies and procedures for evaluating and scoring maps.  The software solution we are using for
drawing maps, https://www.esri.com/en-us/arcgis/products/esri-redistricting/overview, can be
programmed to evaluate maps according to whatever criteria is required or desired, so we will likely rely
heavily on that.  We are also working with https://representable.org/ to help the commissions learn about
communities of interest around the state.  I don't know if that would be helpful to you, but I've been
impressed with their work.

Regards,
Jessika

__________________________________________________
Colorado Independent Redistricting Commissions Staff
Jessika Shipley, Staff Director
cell: 303-503-8684
colorado.redistricting2020@state.co.us

For more information about redistricting, please visit our website.

"Standing, Brian" ---02/24/2021 09:22:32 AM---Hello, I'm the lead staff for the Dane County
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Redistricting Commission<https://urldefense.proofpoint

From: "Standing, Brian" <Standing@countyofdane.com>
To: "'colorado.redistricting2020@state.co.us'" <colorado.redistricting2020@state.co.us>
Date: 02/24/2021 09:22 AM
Subject: Evaluation tools for publicly submitted maps

Hello, 

I’m the lead staff for the Dane County Redistricting Commission, a nonpartisan group appointed to develop
supervisory district maps for the Dane County Board of Supervisors in Dane County, Wisconsin.  I’ve been asked to
find out how other nonpartisan districting efforts around the country evaluated, graded and ranked maps submitted
by the general public.  I understand that the Colorado Redistricting Commission will be reviewing publicly-submitted
maps.  

Does the Colorado Redistricting Commission have any advice, evaluator tools, or grading systems that you used in
your effort?  If so, could you share them with me, so our Commission can review them?

Thanks in advice for any assistance you can provide.  Feel free to contact me at this address if I can answer any
questions.  Feel free, also, to forward this note to anyone else who might be able to help.

Best wishes,

NOTE:  The Dane County Planning & Development Department office is currently closed in
response to the COVID-19 pandemic.  Staff are working remotely and can be reached via
email during regular business hours. This is the best way to communicate with our staff. 
We’re also checking voicemail throughout the day, so please don’t hesitate to call, and we’ll
get back to you as soon as possible.  Thank you for your patience and understanding.

More information and updates can be found on our website: https://danecountyplanning.com/

Brian Standing 
Senior Planner 
Dane County Planning & Development 
Room 116, 210 Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd.
Madison, WI 53703 
(608) 267-4115 
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