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Invasive Species



Dane County CBCW 2011-2022

• Watercraft Inspections

• Boater Education 

• Observation/Data Entry

• Distribution of Program Materials

• Face to Face Messaging 
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Dane County LWRD APM 



Dane County Aquatic Plant Management Program

• Flood Mitigation (Keep Water Flowing Through 
the Yahara River)

• Recreation, Navigational and Beach Access 

• Shallow Cuts and Filamentous Algae Control

• Special Events 



Aquatic Plant Benefits
• Support wide range of invertebrates

• Provide food and shelter for fish, 
reptiles, amphibians, birds and 
mammals

• Improve water quality

• Protect shorelines

• Aesthetics



APM Operations 

Staff & Equipment

5 FTEs

24 LTEs

12 Harvesters

3 Barges

1 Transport Barge
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Conservation Assoc.



No Harvest In:

• Areas less than 3’ of water

• Between piers or docks of riparian owners

• Areas with known obstructions or hazards

• Areas identified as sensitive or ecologically significant 

(typically undeveloped shorelines)
• Any exceptions to the above are made in consultation with 

the LWRD Assistant Director, Lake Operations and WDNR 

Fisheries and Water Quality Biologists



Rapid Response-Yellow Floating 
Heart/Butterfly Dock



Purple Loosestrife Biocontrol



Trifold Guide for Munis



Common Carp Removal-Indian Lake



Points to Ponder……

• Invasives now estimated to exceed $150 Billion for management annually in U.S.
• New arrivals to the Great Lakes once every 30 days!
• May result in significant ecological regime shifts in lakes and rivers
• Dane County is in a prime geographic location for invasive species introduction
• Dane County is considered a “Super Spreader”
• Watercraft sales at an all time high
• Licenses sales locally and nationwide have risen over 25%
• Changing climatic conditions including flooding creating more pathways and dispersal 

mechanisms

• Continue CBCW program including expansion with volunteer networks
• Work with partners to respond to new and emerging threats
• Updating the Dane County AIS Plan
• Maintain core conditions of LMPN funding


