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Birth outcomes 

are important 

indicators of the 

health and well-

being of our 

community.



Most Dane 

County births in 

2020 were to 

White, 

Black/African 

American, and 

Hispanic/Latino

people.

White (Non-

Hispanic), 3,952

Black/African 

American 

(Non-Hispanic), 

522

American 

Indian/Alaska 

Native (Non-

Hispanic), 12

Hispanic, 563

Laotian or 

Hmong (Non-

Hispanic), 116

Other (Non-

Hispanic), 334

Two or More 

Races (Non-

Hispanic), 

152

Missing, 14

Dane County births, 2020 (N=5,665)



Black/African-American babies have higher 

rates of preterm birth compared to Dane 

County babies overall.
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Preterm birth rates for Hispanic/Latino babies

have steadily increased over time and are 

now higher compared to Dane County 

babies overall.
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Black/African-American & Hispanic/Latino 

babies experience higher mortality 

compared to Dane County babies overall.
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1,331

4,334

Medicaid/BadgerCare Other

About 1 in 3 

Dane County 

births in 2020 

were covered by 

Medicaid/
BagderCare. 31% 

of Medicaid/

BadgerCare

births are first-

time births.



Addressing MCH 

Disparities at the 

Individual & 
Systems Level



Two Free Perinatal Programs

Nurse Family Partnership 
program (NFP)

Prenatal Care 
Coordination program 
(PNCC)



Two Free Perinatal Programs

Both offer support and 
info on how to have a 
healthy pregnancy and 
healthy baby

Nurses will meet client 
anywhere in Dane County



Why Our Programs are Unique

Therapeutic relationships with 
clients

Consults and collaborates

Support clients goals 

Offer education and support

Strength based approach

Community referrals 



MCH Program

Title V Grant

Fetal Infant Mortality Review

Community partnerships

Reproductive Justice: Nurse 
Navigators

WIC and breastfeeding 
support



Collective Impact: 
Dane County Health Council
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Collective Impact: 
Dane County Health Council

Focused on systems change

Connecting social services and 
the clinic system

Workforce development

ConnectRx



Collective Impact: 
Supporting Latino Families

Latino Health Council- emerging partnership to address birth 

outcomes and SDOH, historical partnership on COVID, other health 
issues, and community outreach

Roots4Change- Wisconsin Partnership Program grant: storytelling 

for Latino families, breastfeeding support, building a reflective 
workforce, and partnership development between organizations



What’s going well

Improved perinatal referral system-
140% increase in referrals since 2020

New FIMR initiatives- involving people 
with lived experience

Developing and strengthening 
partnerships- addressing birth outcomes 
collectively with Dane County Health 
Council and Latino Health Council



Increasing our impact

Additional PHNs to eliminate 
wait list

Data abstractor position to 
support FIMR 

Sustained investment in 
Community Partners



Let’s discuss!


