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OUR ROLE IN PUBLIC HEALTH

• Cause and Manner of Death
• Autopsies, External examinations

• Surveillance swabbing (COVID, 
Influenza, orthopox, etc)

• Data collection

• Violent Death Reporting System



Collect Vital Statistics





































POSTMORTEM DATA COLLECTION

• Confirmed cause of death

• Granular data – ALL drugs detected

• County/State/National data 
available

• Actions an be directed to root causes, 
large trends

• Time

• Not able to apply in the moment

ADVANTAGES LIMITATIONS
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Incomplete data for year

NOT a true decrease!



Total 
Overdose

Total 
Overdose

PrescriptionPrescription

Accidental
(Misuse)

Accidental
(Misuse)

Intentional 
(Suicide)

Intentional 
(Suicide)

IllicitIllicit

AccidentalAccidental HomicideHomicide

Classes (opiate/opioid)
- Subcategories

- Individual drugs

Understanding the Data and Relationships
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POSTMORTEM DATA COLLECTION

• Confirmed cause of death

• County/State/National data 
available

• Actions an be directed to root causes, 
large trends

• Time

• Not able to apply in the moment

• Level of drugs out there may appear 
elevated due to MIXED intoxication

ADVANTAGES LIMITATIONS



DANE COUNTY OPIATE/OPIOID RELATED DEATHS
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Year ALL
OVERDOSE

Fentanyl
Listed

2016 117 38

2017 122 53

2018 116 67

2019 135 96

2020 150 108

2021 172 131

2022 145+ 109+
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Oxycodone Fentanyl Heroin 

OXYCODONE FENTANYL HEROIN
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Fentanyl Vs Heroin

FENTANYL HEROIN
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Fentanyl vs. Heroin + Morphine

FENTANYL Heroin
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7

24

37

8
1 31

31

1

2

1

1

1
1

2

38

53

67

86

108
131

109

1

4

4

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Fentanyl vs. Analogues

Acetylfentanyl Acrylfentanyl BUTYRYLFENTANYL CARFENTANIL cyclopropylfentanyl FENTANYL METHOXYACETYLFENTANYL



Stereotypes of addiction
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Race/Ethnicity

Caucasian Black Hispanic Asian American Indian Undetermined



<= 17 18‐29 30‐39 40‐49 50‐59 60‐69 70‐79 80+

Female Age Groups

2022 2021 2020

<= 17 18‐29 30‐39 40‐49 50‐59 60‐69 70‐79 80+

Male Age Groups

2022 2021 2020

* Infant deaths





THANK YOU
ROGALSKA.AGNIESZKA@COUNTYOFDANE.COM


