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 Marriage Licenses- 3500 a year.  

 Now virtual appointments statewide.

 Dog licenses, timber cutting

 Minutes and Agendas

 Chief Election official

2What does the Clerk do? 



Crazy 4 years 3
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The bogus report from the far-right website 

Gateway Pundit drew attention to a set of 

initials – MLW – inscribed on what it claimed 

were “fake” ballots. Then a reader posted 

a comment on the story correctly 

identifying MLW: Maribeth L. Witzel-Behl, 

the Madison city clerk, whose duties 

include administering elections.

Other commenters soon called for Witzel-

Behl’s execution. She found one post 

especially unnerving. It recommended a 

specific bullet for killing her – a 7.62 

millimeter round for an AK-47 assault rifle.

Witzel-Behl was stunned by the threats and 

the angry calls that poured into her office. 

Contrary to the story’s insinuation that the 

initials meant the ballots were fake, in 

reality she and her staff wrote her initials on 

all absentee ballots, before they were 

given to voters, as a matter of policy.

Election Officials are now targets



Protect Election Officials 6

 New penalties for threatening 

election offials.

 Plexiglass, panic buttons, 

cameras.

 Work with Law Enforcement on 

protecting clerks.



7Increased Training



Proper Facilities: Purchase of 

Ale Asylum for new Election Center
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“Election Asylum” 9



Lean into Research- what is Effective 

against disinformation
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Voting equipment Chad Vader

Voter ID Chad Vader

Vote Absentee Chad Vader

Creative Outreach

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K-QZcz9TENo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K-QZcz9TENo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OXaA_QjKS9o


Budget request 12

 Operating Budget 

 goes up and down based on even year 4 election cycle and 

odd  year 2 election cycle.  Operating budget consistent with 

odd 2 election cycle. 

 Budget will decline by $262,000

 Capital Budget

 Architectural design for new building currently underway



13Community outreach

 Outreach to wedding planners and venues- Online and 

Spanish language

 Advertising in Spanish language publications – Marriage

 Public service announcements- voting absentee and 

election security



14Language access

 Clerk office serves wide range of languages, although mostly 

English and Spanish.

 We now take marriage license applications from citizens 

statewide- we have seen an increase in Spanish language 

requests

 We have used language services via the phone that county 

provides before.


