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Economic Impact

UW Extension Report



Environmental Impact

• Manure nutrients
• Agricultural runoff
• Water quality



History

• 2008
• Rock River Total Maximum 

Daily Load
• Yahara Capital Lakes 

Environmental Assessment & 
Needs

• Community Manure 
Management Feasibility 
Study 



Current Manure Treatment Facilities

• Two facilities
• Waunakee
• Middleton

• Private public ownership
• Only digesters with water 

quality performance 
requirements



Water Quality Requirements

Digesters
• 60% phosphorus removal

Farm participants 
• Land spreading

• Phosphorus based 
applications

• No winter spreading
• NRCS 590 & PI of 6



Performance
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Project Success

• Processed over 619 million 
gallons of manure

• Removed 1.1 million 
pounds of phosphorus out 
of the Yahara Watershed

• Is one of the few actions 
removing the phosphorus 
source



Watershed Impact
Dane County Yahara Watershed North Mendota

# of Animals 155,000 79,000 60,000

Total Gallons of Manure 1,059,500,000 540,000,000 430,000,000

Total Pounds of Phosphorus 4,500,000 2,300,000 1,950,000

2025

Gallons of Manure to Digesters 118,500,000 118,500,000 118,500,000

% of Total Gallons of Manure 11% 22% 28%

Pounds of Phosphorus Removed 
from Digesters

274,000 274,000 274,000

% of Total Pounds of Phosphorus 6% 12% 14%

North 
Mendota
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