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Dear ZLR Committee members, 

Please find attached a letter communicating our strong opposition to Petition 12211 – Zoning Amendment 
(FP-35 Farmland Preservation District to RM-16 Rural Mixed Use District and RM-8 Rural Mixed District.  This 
petition will be discussed at your Public Hearing on Nov. 25, 2025. 

Thank you for listening to our concerns, 

Michelle & Andrew Harris 

5278 John Wilkinson Road 

Mazomanie, WI 53560 

mhmaharris@gmail.com 



Nov. 18, 2025  

Dane County Zoning and Land Regulation (ZLR) Committee 

Re: Petition 12211 – Zoning Amendment (FP-35 Farmland Preservation District to RM-16 Rural Mixed Use 
District and RM-8 Rural Mixed District 

 

Dear ZLR Committee members, 

We wish to communicate our strong opposition to: 

1. The petition filed by Levi and Lydia Yoder, regarding the creation of two lots for residential and 
agricultural use. We particularly oppose the transfer of one development right to create a new 
residential lot north of 5250 John Wilkinison Road, Mazomanie WI 53560.   

2. The location of the proposed future driveway from John Wilkinson Road, to access the two future 
Yoder building sites.   

The Transfer of Development Rights policy was adopted ~19 years after we purchased our land at 5278 
John Wilkinson Road.  We have invested our life’s savings into our property, with the understanding that 
the Town of Black Earth would not permit future developments in excess of 1 residence per 35 acres.  We 
are dismayed that the new Transfer of Development Rights policy will now allow an increased density of 
development in the Town of Black Earth.  Our dead-end road is particularly ill-suited to accommodate 
additional residential densities beyond the 1 residence/35 acre limit. The attached “Town-of-Black-Earth-
Land-Use-Plan_amended-2023_highlighted_concerns” highlights in yellow many other ways that the 
proposed residential developments violate Town of Black Earth Land Use Plan policies.  

Additionally, the proposed Yoder driveway access from John Wilkinson Road is problematic for these 
reasons: 

1. John Wilkinson Road is a dead-end road, and so any traffic that moves westward down our road 
must always backtrack to leave our neighborhood.  For example, the Wisconsin Heights School 
District sends an early and a late bus down John Wilkinson Road each morning, and again each 
afternoon.  That means that each of the driveways along our narrow John Wilkinson Road sees a 
school bus pass 8 times each day. We are concerned that the additional traffic due to Amish 
horse-drawn vehicles, as well as any vendors/suppliers/customers of their proposed vegetable 
farm business, will result in serious safety concerns. 

2. Our valley around John Wilkinson Road is a significant narrowing point for the majority of water 
runoff from higher elevations in this part of the Black Earth Creek Watershed.  Following high 
precipitation/flooding events, water runs from the south, west and north of our valley’s higher 
elevations, then continues to gather and grow in volume and velocity as it flows from west to east 
parallel to John Wilkinson Road.  All of this water eventually runs through the agricultural lands 
owned by our current Amish neighbors, on its way to Black Earth Creek. We and some of our John 
Wilkinson Road neighbors have gathered videos and pictures for your committee in this Google 
Drive.  We hope these videos and pictures will help you understand how strongly water moves 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/122DTQgAmSKWxaTWxeb5zl0AaHT-8Xp_8?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/122DTQgAmSKWxaTWxeb5zl0AaHT-8Xp_8?usp=sharing


through our valley after large precipitation events, and how this would impact any future driveways 
that the Yoders and Amish community would build off of John Wilkinson Road. 

Here is a brief summary of the Google Drive’s contents: 

• The “Flood 20240622. MOV” is a video that I took on June 22, 2024 after a significant rainfall 
event that caused flooding on John Wilkinson Road. I took this video while standing on my 
driveway at 5278 John Wilkinson Road, and panned the view starting from looking Eastward, 
then north (you can see Rachel & Joas Bontrager's farm in the background), and then 
westward. This flooding overwhelmed the water runoff system of ditches and culverts on our 
road, resulting in water rushing over (and washing out a large portion) of the bottom of our 
driveway just before it meets John Wilkinson Road. 

• The “Heavy precipitation event” picture was taken by Brenda Pulvermacher from her front yard 
(5300 John Wilkinson Road).   

• The “Flooding East of Vine property” pictures were taken by Geoff Vine (5133 John Wilkinson 
Road) in March 2022 after a high precipitation event and show how water flows from the west 
to the East through their land and crosses over the prospective driveway access to the Handel 
land.  The “Vine flooding 20240622.MOV” video shows similar and stronger water flow on the 
same day, June 22, 2024, during the same flood that I documented in my video. 

• Tina and Chris Knipfel (5250 John Wilkinson Road) documented the June 22, 2024 flooding 
event from their driveway in the the two “20240622 Flood Knipfel driveway view” pictures and 
their .MP4 video footage from that day.   Note how much water runs on the north side of John 
Wilkinson Road in these pictures, where the Yoder families want to place their driveway. 

If the proposed creation of 2 residential lots is approved, we ask that the ZLR Committee direct the 
Yoders to access their future building sites from Midland Road to address the safety and 
environmental concerns listed above. 

 

Respectfully, 

Michelle & Andy Harris 

5278 John Wilkinson Road 

 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/122DTQgAmSKWxaTWxeb5zl0AaHT-8Xp_8
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