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Heart of  the Zoo – Phase 1

Project Goals:
• Bring a herd of Giraffes back to Madison

• Provide a state-of-the-art year-round facility
 
• Education through up-close encounters and engaging 

interpretives.

• Create a unique setting to host small events

*
Next Steps:
• Finalize documentation – 4 weeks
• Permitting – 6 to 8 weeks
• Bidding – 8 weeks
• Bid review & Approvals – 6 to 8 weeks
• Construction – 18 to 20 months



Anticipated construction 
2025 to 2027

Proposed 

Site Plan

Event Support & Patio Alternate Plan



Event Support & Patio



Aerial View



Giraffe Overlook



Shade Shelter



Pavilion Entry



The Pavilion



Interior Finishes



Giraffe Pavilion – Guest Experience



Giraffe Pavilion – Guest Experience

Moving Wall System



Interpretation with Empathy Focus



Site – Interpretive Elements



Sustainable Design
• Rainwater Reuse
• Daylight Harvesting & Lighting Controls
• Dane County Off-Site Renewables & PV 

Ready 
• Minimal Fossil Fuel Use
• Metering, Monitoring, & Controls
• Low Carbon Concrete



Animal Activity & Healthcare



Questions?
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