
ADRC Partnership 

with BOLD Grant
Building Our Largest Dementia 

Infrastructure for Alzheimer’s Disease

for Hmong in Wisconsin



ADRC Involvement

Five-year project with the Wisconsin Department of Health Services 

Our goal is to educate and increase awareness of Alzheimer’s disease 
and related dementias among Hmong in Wisconsin.  

- Create sustainable materials in Hmong

- Develop cultural strategic plans 

- Implement plans through community outreach 



Our Team

Shia Yang
Language Access Coordinator – 

Bilingual Hmong

Dane County Dept of  Human Services

Ellen Taylor
Dementia Care Specialist 

ADRC of  Dane County

MaiSee Thao
Information & Assistance 

Specialist – Bilingual Hmong 

ADRC of  Dane County

Kayla Olson
Dementia Care Specialist 

ADRC of  Dane County



Understanding Dementia in Hmong

• Hmong view dementia as a normal part of aging or a spiritual cause to 
memory impairment. 

• Which could be perceived as not a devastating disease or concern 

• BOLD creating culturally appropriate materials in Hmong may develop a 
better understanding with managing the condition within the culture. 

• Help caregivers recognize behavioral signs early to better support their loved 
ones and accept supports when necessary to avoid caregiver burnout. 

 



Year One (2024)

Educational Materials Created



Year One (2024)

Educational Materials Created

Example of some slides from 

our power point presentation 

All materials created were in 

both Hmong and English 



Community Outreach

• Our team exceeded the State’s expectations in year one. We did 

more outreach presentations than the goal (one per year).   

 

• Total of 4 outreach events (total of 81 people attended)

• April 3, 2024  - Hmong Institute (16 people)

• July 15, 2024 - Wisconsin Hmong Association (11 people) 

• August 21, 2024 - Southeast Asian Healing Center (23 people)

• October 12, 2024 - SoSiab Care (31 people)



Special Opportunity 

• Wisconsin’s First Lady Kathy Evers 

“Hope and Research” holiday display 

at the Governor’s mansion.

• People in the community heard of the 

Hmong Dementia Outreach. 

• Heidi Neeley from Alzheimer’s 

Association, Wisconsin Chapter 

reached out with the opportunity to 

have Hmong represented through 

handmade Hmong ornaments.  





Our team worked with local Hmong churches to create 30 Hmong ornaments for the display. 

Often times Hmong are reluctant to talk about dementia as it is perceived to be a taboo or stigma. This 

activity created an opportunity that was safe and comfortable to have open dialogue around dementia. 



Year Two (2025)

• March 13th - Outreach at Bayview Foundation 

• 21 people attended

• June - Translated Dementia Friendly Guide 

• August 15th - Worked with Nyob Zoo TV, LCC to 
produce a Hmong dementia movie



First Premiere
Nov. 1, 2025 

Madison Hmong New Year 

An estimated total of  over 2,000 people



Second Premiere
Dec 3, 2025 

AMC Fitchburg Movie Theater 

Total 33 people



My Mother ‘Kuv Nam’: A Hmong Story 

on Dementia

The film can be found on the Dane County 

Department of  Human Services YouTube channel 



And… More To Come! 


