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Created in 1988

 WI State Statute Chapter 33 –

Public Inland Water

 Dane County Board and County 

Executive appoint and confirm 

the first commission

 Take a Stake in the Lakes - begins



1990’s

 Dane County Water Quality 

Implementation Plan

 Countywide wetland protections 

and construction site erosion 

control standards

 200 feet slow –no-wake zone on 

the Yahara chain – Ch 72



2000’s

 County-wide stormwater 

standards (Ch 14)

 Aquatic plant harvesting

 Phosphorus ban in lawn fertilizer –

Ch 80

 Coal Tar – Ch 80

 Manure Spreading Task Force

 Yahara CLEAN

 Merging of OLW into LWRD

 Yahara Lakes Advisory Group



2010’s

 Chlorides - Salt Wise

 Stormwater Technical Advisory 
Committee

 Healthy Farms Healthy Lakes Task 
Force

 Expanded Aquatic Plant Harvesting

 Updates to Ch 14

 Ch 49

 Ag performance standards

 Winter spreading permit

 Manure storage permit



2020’s

 Illicit Discharge – Ch 50

 Stormwater fee - in – lieu

 PFAS



Historic Roles

 Unique authority to pass rules county 
wide

 Implementation support

 Yahara Sediment Removal

 Yahara CLEAN/Renew the Blue

 Yahara WINS

 Ordinances

 Advisory/planning support

 Healthy Lakes Healthy Farms

 YLAG

 Stormwater TAC

 Broad support across multiple County 
Departments

 Support for staff positions


